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No quorum having voted, the committee rose, and the 

nairman reported that fact to the House, when 
. Mr DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House, and the ques- 
tion being put, the ayes were 50, the noes 48. 

The roll was thereupon called, when 138 members answered 
to their names. The absentees were thea called, when 140 
members were found to be present; and ; 

On motion of Mr. BANKS, a quorum being now present, all 
further proeeedings with the call was dispensed with. 

Tne Mouse then pene itself into committee and resumed 

ideration of the bill. . ‘ 
yet was taken on the appeal, and decided in the affirma- 
tive—ayes 68, noes 44. But, no querum having voted, the ques- 
tion was put again, by consent, and resulted as follows—ayes 
9, noes 42. ; 

Ho the decision of the Cuarr was sustained. : 

Mr. DAVIS briefly advocated his amendment. It was his 
purpose to move to strike out Certain other items from the bill, 
amounting in all to $360,000, while his amendment was only 
$230,000. He wished to keep within the limits of gentlemen who 
were fastidious in not exceeding the estimates from the Depart- 
ments. Heshould not enter into details, but felt bound te no- 
ticegome of the remarks which had been made when the sub- 
iect was before up. It was true that the President had omitted 
to insert it in the estimates for this bill. It was a gross omis- 
sion. Thougha party man, he did not approve of this paitof 
the course ofthe Administration, but he was not one of those 

jastic politicians whose only merit wastheir pliability. The 
President, however, had sent in estimates for the road from the 
Secretary of War; yet no bill had been reported for it to the 
House; of this he complained. Gentlemen refused to vote for 
this appropriation because Martin Van Buren had not recom- 
mended it. Was Martin Van Buren the oracle of the House? 
He would that gentleman considered him so in some other cases. 

Mr. BROWN of Mississippi apprehended that such a course 
would lead to reply and elicit a long debate. 

Mr. DAVIS then redlied to Mr. Parris, who accused the 
people of the West of being squatters and pillagers of the soil, 
and went into a eulogy on the said squatters and pillagers, of 
whom many came from Maine. who were known by their 
fondness for pine logs and saw mills; but all of them improved 
the soil by labor. 

He then went into the question of the constitutionality of the 
road. He referred to the sanction of all our Presidents in its 
favor, and also to the masterly speech of Mr. Mason, of Ohio, 
vn the constitutional question. He then wentinto the estimates 
forthe completion of the road, and insisted that they were al- 
together erroneous and extravagant. The West would take, 
gladly, one-half of the sum, and engage to finish the work, 
He argued to show that it would be a saving to appropriate 
now, lest the road should go into a state of complete dilapida- 
tion, and require four times as much hereafter. He noticed 
the accusation against the President, that he had sacrificed the 
West to get the South; if so, it was miserable policy, for he 
would, 7 such a course, lose the West, and net thereby gain 
the South. 

Mr. HUBBARD made a point of order. The appropriation 
had nothing to do with the President’s opinions, but must be 
judged on its own merits. 

r. DAVIS was glad to hear this. He hoped gentlemen 
would act on that principle, and vote this appropriation, whe- 
ther the President had recommended it or not. He replied to 
some previous remarks of Mr. HorvMAN as to the course of 
we Whigs in relation to this road. 

= HUBBARD again protested against going into general 
polucs. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina held it in order, on an 
appropriation bill, to go into the whole course of the Govern- 
ment, 

Mr. DAVIS insisted on his right to reply to an accusation in 
tome sense personal to himself. He then went into an expla- 
nation of a local kind, as to his course in Indiana, when can- 
vassing for the last election; in the course of which, he noticed 
some remarks of Mr. Prorrit, touching “tricks and capers 
cut’ in that State during the election. He noticed the consti- 
utional objections of certain gentlemen from Virginia against 
‘he road, as geographical in their limits, and suddenly seizing 
those gentlemen when the road reached a certain point. He 
dwelt on the pledge and contract of the Government, which 
bound them to its completion: on the memorials from Western 
Legislatures; and the justice, necessi! i and good policy of pur- 
suing and continuing the road. Mr. D. went into the objecuens 
urged by Mr. Pigg ens, deriding the idea ef danger to the Union 
‘rom the continuance of a work so purely national. Mr. D. 
Was quoting twospeeches of Mr. CLay, when 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississppi called him.to order. 

Mr. STANLY objected, and said let him go on, his speech 
would have to be answered; and 
Mc. PROFFIT gave notice that this part of Mr. Davis’s 
. ee certainly be answered, be the gonsequences what 
we: D. resumed, and dwelt on the justice of the claims of the 
Nestern people to the completion of this work; and adverted 
a certain “* handwriting on the wall of the market place,”’ 
Which indicated that all opposition to them would be futile. As 
long as he had the honor of holding a seat here, he should be 
found toiling to sustain their rights, and resisting the tyranny 
tee General Goverament toward the people and interests of 
the West. 

_After some remarks from Messrs. W. THOMPSO 
UNDER WOOD. am rae 
Mr. W. COST JOHNSON addressed the committee in sup- 
port of an amendment offered by hin to the amendment of Mi. 
avis, in favor of completing so much of the road as remained 
shed becween Rockville and the Monocacy river, and ap. 
Propriating $80,000 to that object. 

Mr, DAVIS. being asked to accept this amendmentasa mo- 
dificauon of that proposed by hum, at first consented, but, on 
ne an objection from Mr. Parrikin to the amendment, de- 


; Mr. JUHNSON went on to advocate the amendment he 
*adoffered with grcat earnestness, showing its great impor- 
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States had failed of fulfilling its contractto Maryland, in neg- 
lecting this part of the road, and commending the enter- 
oo of his State, in expending so largely on her roads and 
canals. 

He replied to Mr. Davis’s complaint about the oppressive 
conduct of the General Government to the Western States, 
pledging himself to aid in a bil) repealing the act which exempts 
the public lands from State taxution for five years. To make up 
for the expense of the amendment he had proposed, he should, 
when in time, move to reduce the amount appropriated inthis 
bill for the survey of the public lands. 

Mr J. expressed his hearty concurrence in the plan proposed 
by Mr. Unpsrwoop for the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands; should that prevail, he was ready to vote that Ma- 
ryland should take her portion of this road, and complete it from 
her own resources. 

Mr. BRIGGS was against the amendment of Mr. JoHnson, 
butin favor of that moved by Mr. Davis, asa part of that great 
system, which, though broken in upon, had not been broken 
down, and he hoped never would. 

Mr. DAVIS now explained that he did not wish to strike out 
the appropriation for the coast survey. 

Mr. BRIGGS said he would vote for the appropriation for the 
road, as a partof the great system in which Government had 
been engaged for the last eight years. Mr. B. was proceeding 
to remark on the relative number of Whig and Democratic 
— given on the rejection of the bill at a former session; 
when 

Mr. PETRIKIN called him to order, on the ground of irrele- 
vancy . 

The CHAIR decided that Mr. Briccs was in order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN appealed from that decision, and tellers being 
ordered, the ayes were 68, and the noes 48: no quorum. 
mee committee then rose, and the fact was reported to the 

ouse. 

Mr. McKAY moved a call of the House. 

On that motion Mr. CHAPMAN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 93, nays 56. 

So the call was ordered. 

Mr. FILLMORE said as there was nowa quorum, he would 
nove that all further proceedings in the call be dispensed 
with. 

This motion was agreed to. 

The House again resolved itself into committee on the bill; 
an 

The question then recurring on the appeal, 

Mr. PETRIKIN withdrew it. 

Mr. BRIGGS then resumed his remarks, and was proceeding 
to speak of his vote ona former occasion, when he was called 
to order by 

Mr. SMITH of Maine, who contended that the gentleman had 
no right to speak of his vote ata former session. 

The CHAIR decided that Mr. Brieas was in order, inasmuch 
as he was replying to charges made in commitice by the gentle- 
man from Illinois, [Mr. ReyNo.ps } 

Mr. BRIGGS resumed, and further insisted on his former po- 
sition, and protested against Massachusetts being included in 
the general charge of having destroyed the appropriation. Mr. 
B. had always voted for the road, and should continue to do go, 
on general and unchangeable principles. 

Mr. FILLMORE appealed to all friends of internal improve- 
ments not to press the question now. If that subject was 
brought up, he should be compelled to introduce amendments 
to the bill for harbors and rivers. The speeches were interesting; 
but this was not the time te press amendments of this kind. 
There was no hope of such measures succeeding till the aspect 
of the Administration was changed. 

Mr. REYNOLDS rose to reply. 

Loud cries of order echoed through every part of the Hail. 

The CHAIR called to order. 

Mr. R. then proceeded, and replied with sogie warmth in re- 
pelliag the charge of having misrepresented the facts in this 
matter, insisting that the Whig speeches had operated to defeat 
the appropriation; and that it would be found, by reference to 
the journal, that its death blow had been given by the Whigs. 

Mr. BRIGGS explained. The gentleman had appealed to 
the journals to prove the Whigs had defeated the measure by 
their voies, when the journals proved thecontrary. 

Mr. REYNOLDS continued, and in his reply elicted much 
merriment from the Committee, insisting that the Whig speeches 
defeated the measure. 

Mr. BRIGGS made a brief rejoinder, again referring to the 
journal, and the 63 Administration votes in the House which 
defeated the bill. 

Mr. EVERETT desired to state the reasons why he had 
voted for the Cumberland road, and also why he had voted 
against it. Sir, (said Mr. E.) when I first came here, 1 was a 
friend of the system of internal improvement, and voted tor this 
road for four or five sessions. 1 then considered it, and now 
consider it,a national object. But, sir, when I found that the 
system was broken down—when the Conatitution was limite: 
to tide water; when, sir, I found the system completely pros. 
trated, so far as the country at large was interested, 1 voted 
against thisroad. Ihave done so for years. Since the system 
Was prostrate, the States have taken the subject into their 
own hande; and in the situation they were now placed, and after 
having expended iarge sums, he had no hope that a majority 
could Sanber be found in favor ofthesystem. He considered 
that the system of internal improvement had been, years since, 
effectually prostrated; and be had no expectation that it would 
ever be resuscitated under any future Administration. 

The question was now puton Mr, W. C. Jounson’s amend. 
ment to the amendment, (for the road between Rockville and 
the Monocacy,) and decided in the negative. 

The question was then puton Mr. Davis’s amendment and 
decided in the negative—ayes, 51, noes 92. - 

Mr. RICE GARLAND moved to strike out the item provid- 
ing “for the salaries of registers and receivers of land officcs, 
where there are no gales, $3,500.”” 

He contended that there was no law for allowing this salary 
of $500 per annuif each for Guing nothing, besides a cominis 
siou of one ee cent, on all the sales. 

Mr. DOWNING said that he had been appointed as one of 


tance to the regularity of the mails; insisting that the United | 
| 
' 


| 
} 
; 
} 
| 











PRICE 81 PER SESSION. 


these officers, and would tell the gentleman that this appropria 
tion was required only in cases in which the proceeds from the 
ple lands Were not sufficient to enable the officer to deduct 
nis salary. 

Mr. JONES proved that, in former appropriation bila, it had 
been the invariable practice to insert this item. Mr. J. then 
caused a Communication from the register en the subject to be 
read by the Cierk, which fully explained the contains ov 
which the appropriation was required. He also referred to the 
laws which authorized the appropriation for the annual salary 
of these officers. After explaining this matter, and meeting the 
objection of Mr. GARLAND, by a reference to the laws, Mr. J 
with some warmth, expressed his astonishment at the course 
pursued by some gentlemen in delaying the passage of the bill. 
After adverting te the many officers of Government, who were 
thus unjustly kept out of their money, he ex pressed his fear that 
it was even now too late w save the country from disgrace 
He had been apprised that there were already several Govern 
ment drafts, which had been presented, and which could not be 
= until after the passage of this bill. Thus the credit and 

onor of this Government were entirely a‘ the mercy of a few 
individuals who held these drafts. This was a most appalling 
state of things, as our credit was in danger of being desu®yed, 
not only at home, but the world over. 

He implored gentlemen to reflect on the disgrace they were 
bringing upon the country by their opposition wthis bill. If 
1t was desired by any one that humiliation and disgrace should 
be brought upon the country, he was sorry; but for himself, 
he should rejoice, if, by any effort of his, he could be the meana 
of arresting dishonor and this heavy visitation from his country. 
So faras he was concerned, he was willing to sit here day and 
night, if it were possible to remove the threatened evils. 

After some further debate of a desultory character, 

Mr. GRAVEs wished to know why the Secreta 
Treasury had not transferred certain sums from the 
Bank at St. Louis, to enable him to meet these calls. 

Mr. JONES explained, that after the various calle on the 
bank by Government drafts should have been made, and 
which would be made shortly, but a very small sum would re 
main. Besides, he would tell the gentleman, that in cage the 
Secretary or any ower officer should undertake to pay money 
for which there was no appropriation by law, there was no 
member in the House who would be more ready to condemn 
him than the gentleman from Kentucky himself. Yes, 
he would venture to say, that if the Secretary had done 
what the gentleman tow biamed him for not — in that case 
the gentleman would have been the first to rise in his place and 
denounce him. He, Mr. J was not complaining that they had 
no money, but that there was no legislation to authorize the ex- 
denditure of it. Fortunately for justice and the honor of the 
country, there was money, but they wanted law to to authorize 
the use of that money. 

After some additional remarks from Mr. GRAVES in sup- 
port of the motion to strike out, 

Mr. TRIPLETT followed on the same side, and wished to 
know if there was not a Senate bill then in the House, propos- 
ing to amalgamate all these officers into one, orto abolish 
them. Ifso, why was this item brought forward? 

Mr. JONES said it was true there was a Senate bill in Com 
mittee of the Whele, for the object stated; and if the bill should 
pass, these oflicers would not be paid. But in case that bill 
should not pass, then it would be necessary to have the money 
: eee that view the appropriation had been included in 
the bill. ; 

Mr. SMITH had been exceedingly amused at the discussion 
upon this item of the bill. He had witnessed, with more than 
ordinary satisfaction, the prompt and ready manner in which 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means had met 
and triumphantly ove: thrown every objection to the appropri 
ation under consideration. The case was in anutshell. The 
law required the establishment of the offices. The Presiden: 
had no discretion in that matter. The same law peremptorily 
required the appointment of the officers, and prescribed their 
salaries. It was made the duty of the President to appoint 
them. Now what was the argument of the gentleman from 
Kentucky? Why, thatthe President ought to remove the offi- 
cers, because it appeared there was no duty for them to per- 
form, in order to save the amount oftheir salaries. Was it to 
be believed, that the gentleman from Kentucky was serious in 
this argument?) Would he claim for the Executive the power 
to abolish an office established by law? Mr. 8. had heard that 
gentleman and his friend complain vociferously agaiost the 
right ofthe Executive to remove incumbents of office and ap- 
rvint successors. Forthe exercise of this power the President 

ad been branded asa tyrant anda despot. And now the gen 
tleman complains, unblushingly, that the President does re- 
move officers, who act under public laws, because he thinks 
their services are not needed! This was a greater stride of 
Executive power than he had expected the gentleman from 
Kentucky, so long before the ascendency of the log cabin can- 
didate, to take. 

The gentleman from Louisiava had started, as an objection 
to this appropriation, that there was no Jaw authorizing tt. The 
chairman of the committee, with his usual urbanity, had point. 
ed out the law. and the gentleman from Louisiana had glided, 
with great ingenuity, from that objection, and taken the ground 
that the House ought to withhold appropriations io all cases 
where it appeared that the officer had nothing todo. Mr. 8 
could hardly believe that the gentleman would be willing to 
putin practice, in his own case, such a principle. Officers with 
salaries fixed by lato, were entitled to them, whether they had 
duties to perform or not. The fauit was in the law, arid not 
In the officer or the power by which he was appomted. Would 
the gentleman from Louisiana, who had recently received the 
appointment of judge of the highest judicial tribunal of Louier- 
ana, be willing to relinquish his salary of five thousand dollars, 
if the good people of his Siate should choose to eschew litiga- 
tion, and leave him without a casetodecide? It might turn out 
that the gentleman, im his high judicial station, would have lit- 
ule ornothing to do; and, upon the principle he had advocated, 
the Legislature of Louisiana ought to abolieh his salary. Was 
the gentleman prepared to sustain this doctrine? 

But the gent eman from Kentucky, (Mr. Tripterr.} efter he- 
log driven from point to point by the chaitman of the commu, 
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tee, came at last to the conclusion, that it was the duty of the 
President to close all the land offices where there was little or 
nothing to do. This was the most monstrous stretch of Execu- 
tive power ever bulore contended for in this country. The peo- 
ple of Kentucky would stare when they heard that such an argu- 
ment had been made by one of their Representatives upon thie 
floor. Mr. 8. asked the gentleman from Kentucky to point out 
any law authorizing it under which the Presiden: could do this, 
close an office, created and established by law! As well might 
the President order the custom-house at Philadelphia or New 
York tw be shut up. a 

Mr. 8. thought that the gentleman fom Louisiana and his 
associates, who had opposed this bill were deserving of much 
credit for the manner in which they had managed to escape, 
when cornered by the consummate ability of the chairman o! 
the Committee of Ways and Means. He had been remir’ 
by it of the sports of his youth. He had often, when *° ,0y, b 
in the habit of mingling in gymnastic sports: = 44 po pe3 jen 
seen his young associates, when throw! ‘iat non their backs in 
a fair scuffle, twist and turn all DC esinje ways to turn his antago- 
nist; generally with ill icese. The struggles of the gentle- 
man Were under Yéry similar circumstance, and they were as 
lithe successful Against the chairman of the commitiee. 

Mr. JENIFER, after some preliminary remarks in relation to 
the delay of the bill, gave notice thathe would move to amend 
the item for contingent expenses abroad of foreign missions, by 
adding $12,000 for the appointment of diplomatic agents to al- 
tead to the tobacco interest. Mr. J. said, if in order, he would 
offer the amendment at that time. Afver some debate of a con- 
versational Character, the amendment was ruled wut of order. 

The question was then taken of the mouuon of Mr. Gar: 
LAND to atrike out the item providing for the salaries of regis- 
tera and receivers of land offices, sal it was negatived. 

Mr. J. W. JONBS moved to amend the bill: to come in after 
the 404th line the words following: “for marking and fixing the 
boundary line between the United States and Texas the sum of 


—: 

Mr. R. GARLAND did not object to the amendment, but he 
would like to have some information on that subject, as to what 
Progtess had been made by the commissioners. It was a mat- 
tor of great interest to the people of his State; he represented 
the dietrict immediately bordering on the line. A considerable 
amount had been expended for this purpose, and he wanted 
to know how it had been expended. 

Mr. JONES replied that the ammount appropriated at the last 
session, to enable the individuals who were appointed to attend 
to this matter, had not been entirely expended, but had been so 
far expended, that before the next session, an additional amount 
would be required. 

Mr. J. thew alluded to the unexpected difficulties which the 
officers had to encounter, owing to the condition of the country 
through which it was necessary they should paas. 

Mr. GARLAND wished to be informed whether the salary of 
the officers had been paid ever sitoe their appointment, 

Mr. JONES said * had not thought it necessary to inquire 
into the matter, as to whether the salaries had beew paid or not. 
He had contented himself with the belief thatthe money would 
be properly applied by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. J. subsequently alluded to the law, and informed Mr. 
GARLAND that the salary of the Commissioner was not autho. 
rized wo be paid unul he was ready to commence service, and 
the salaries of the subordinates not until they had been actually 
inservice. His information was, that the Commissioner had 
not received pay until he wae ready for service, nor had the eub- 
ordinates until they were actually ongaged in service. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. JONES then offered another amendment providing for 
the galary of a commissiner, surveyor, and clerk, $5,700; which 
was agreed to 

Mr. STANLY then moved to strike out the item of “twelve 
dollars and twenty cents,” beinga balance due to the commis- 
sioner appointed to superintend the erection of buildings and 
machinery of the branch mint at Charloue, North Carolina. 

Mr. JONES explained that this small item was for the pay- 
ment of labor performed, and he was surprised that his friend 
from North Carolina, who professed to to be the advocate otf 
working men, should object to it. 

Mr. STANLY then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. JONES offered an amendment, appropriaung $10,000 
for the payment of a balance due for the construcuon of the 
branch mint at Dahlonega. 

Mr. R. GARLAND made some objection to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. JONES explained the circumstances under which the 
balance in question was inserted in the bill, and expressed his 
astonishment that the gentleman from Louis ana, who generally 
paid such close attention te the business of the House, had not 
been better informed as to the fact, as set forth a short time be- 
fore,when the subject had been up sperifically. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. STANLY, R. 
GARLAND, JONES, L. WILLIAMS, DAWSON, MASON of 
Ohio, COOPER of Georgia, and OGLE, the question was 
taken on the amendment, and it was agreed to—ayes 100, 
noes 21. : 

Thejparagraph “appropriating $51,000 for continuing the 
construction of the new Treasury building” having been read, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend it by striking out 851,000 
and inserting $106,000 wo finish the colonnade, portico and out of- 
fices. Mr. P. said this wasexactly the amount called for by the 
estimates of the Commissioner of Public Buildings. 

Mr. JONES aaid the $51,000 was inserted in exact conformity 
with the estimates furnished the Committee of Ways and 
Means. It was believed by the Secretary that it would put the 
building ina condition to make it comfortable to the occupants; 
and it was deemed by that officer prudent, considering the pre- 
eent exhausted condition of the Treasury, not to ask for more 
than was required to render the building comfortable. The or- 
namental! work it was not deemed prudent to progress with at 
this time. 


Mr. PETRIKIN said the chairman was was not properly in- 
formed on the subject. There was $53,000 already expended. 
The amount in the bill did not cover the amount Jue the hands 
for the work already done; and, therefore, that amount cannot 
make it comfortable, as the gentleman says. 

Mr. LINCOLN said he had no predilections for this building. 
He did all he could at the last sessions to prevent its being built 
in its presentiocation. He was willing thatits walls should re- 
main as a monument of the folly of those who had authorized 
the location and manner of construction; but he felt himself 
conatrainedto show the amountof money expended, and the 
manner of the expenditure. Fle then went into a history of the 
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whole matter, and censured the course ofthe Secretary in re- 
ference to it. He defended the appropriation under the cir- 
cumstances as absolutely necessary; for if it be withheld, the 
consequence would be a great lossto the Government;.and it 
would it be doing crying injustice to the mechanica, to whom 
more was due than was proposed to be appropriated. Tt would 
be improper to discharge them,consiJering the nature of the cir- 
cumstances under which they were brought here. *°" 
cluded by offering the fullowing as a modifica'' .., 288 COh- 
ment offered by the gentleman from ? _-vt of the amend- 
out the $51,000, and insert ir - ounsyivania, viz: Strike 
rearages due for ma‘- <« teu thereof, “including the ar- 
the said buil’ otals furnished, and labor performedon 
Builds -wig, certified by the Commissioner of Public 

.w@etoO amount, on the 15h of April, (840, to the sum of 
663,194 06, the sum of $105,000.” 

Afier a few remarks from Mr. LINCOLN, in support of the 
above amendment, Mr. Perrixin accepted it asa modification 
of that offered by himself, 

Mr. JONES said the gentleman from Massachusetts seemed 
to putthe matter on the ground that these men hada right 
to entorce their claim, and left it to be inferred that the Presi- 
dent of the United States had made a contract with them. If 
the gentleman intended to be so understood, he did not think he 
was acting with his customary liberality towardsthe President 
and heads of Departments. The committee would however 
see how the matter stood, by a reference to the faets. Mr. J. then 
explained, that when in October last the money appropriated 
was expended, the laborors requested permission to go on 
solely on their Owa risk as to when Congress should make 
further appropriation. He also stated that at the time these 
estimates were sent to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
he dvubted whether more than $5,000 was due. So that at the 
time the estimates were presented, there were sufficient to 
cover the whole expense incurred, and leave a considerable 
eum for going on with the building. But it would be obvious 
to all, that there had been nv contract nor obligation on the 
part ot the President, but that the laborers hai merely re- 
ceived permiseion to go onat their own risk. 

Alter some remarks by Mr. PETRIKIN in favor of the 
amendment; and by Messrs. PROFFIT and STANLY, the 
ees gentleman, before concluding his remarks, yielded the 
floor to 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama, on whose motion the commit- 
tee rose, and the SpeaKkea having resumed the chair, the chair- 
man of the committee reported progress on the bill, and asked 
leave to sit again; which was granted; when, 

On motion of Mr. DRUMGOOLE, the House, 
o'clock, p. m. 

Adjourned, 


at eleven 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, May 1, (840 

Mr. WRIGHT presented sesolutions of the Legislature of 
New York, granting to the Federal Government the right of 
constructing a ship canal around the Falls of Niagara; which 
were read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a petition of citizens of Michigan, 
praying that the punishment of W.L. Mackenzie may be miti- 
gated: which was ordered to be transmitted to the President of 
the United States. 

Mr. N. also presented the petition of the heirs of Daniel Pet- 
tivone; which was referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. SMITH of indiana presented the memorial of the Mount 
Carbon Coal Company; which was referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama. from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, to which was relerred the memorial of the General As- 
sembly of Missouri, praying that certain lands in that State 
may be brought into market, asked to be discharged frem 
the further consideration thereo!; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Capt. John 
De Treville; which was read, and ordered to a second reading, 
and the report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to 
whic’ had been recommitted the bill to authorize the Mount 
Carmel and New Albany Railroa! Company to enter, on a 
credit, a quantity of land toaid the company in the construc- 
tion of a railroad érom New Albany, in the State of Indiana. to 
Mount Carmel, in the State of Illinois, and tor other purposes, 
reported the same back to the Senate, withamendments. 

r. ¥. said he was instructed by the committee to ask the Se- 
nate that the bill might be taken up, and the amendments con- 
sidered, at the present time. 

Mr. PLERCE said that his colleague, (Mr. Hupgarp,} who 
was necessarily absent from his seat, hal taken a prominent 
yart in the discussion of this bil! yesterday, and for this reason 

e hoped the Senators interested in it would consent to postpone 
its consideration until his colleague should bein his seat. 

This course being objected to, a debate ensued, in which 
Messrs. LUMPKIN, SMITH of Indiana, BENTON, CLAY of 
Alabama, YOUNG, TAPPAN, KING, CALHOUN, and 
WEBSTER, participated; when, on motion by Mr. W. the 
bill, and all similar bills on the calendar, were postponed until 
next Tuesday week. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The bill for the reliefof James McCrory; 

The hill for the relief of the heirs of Frederick Seigle; 

The bill for the relief of the beirs of Dr. John Ramsey; 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of John 
Jordan, deceased, late a captain in the contine: tal line of artil- 
lery artificers; 
which were made the special order, being taken up, 

Mr. PIERCE addressed the Senate at great length in oppo- 
sition to the bills. 

After some remarks by Messrs. PRESTON and STUR- 
GEON, the bills were informally passed over. 

And the Senate adjourned until Monday next. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, May 1, 1840. 

Mr BRIGGS moved that the House at once go into Commit: 
tee of the Whole on the genera! appropriation bill. ; 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the Committee on Privilege, in 
the case of Messrs. Bynum and GARLAND, was postponed till 
Monday next. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following commu- 
nications, viz: a 

1. Letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a re- 
port of payments made from the privateer peusion fund, from 


June, 1812, to July, 1837; which was, on motion -* - 
TONSTALL, referred to the Semeiitos on * on ot str, Saf. 
ordered to be printed. + aval Affaire, an, 

2. Letter from the See~ 7 

=: of paneer -~seary of the Navy, transmitting a rp, 

fave * ~~ end agreements entered hito by the Board o; 

. vommissioners, during the year 1839; which was, on m 
tion of Mi. SALTONSTALL, referred to the Committee on Ey 
ae the Department of the Navy, and ordered to . 

yrinted, : 
. 3. Depositions in relation to the New Jersey election: w; h 
were, on motion of Mr. DAVIS of Pennsylvania, referred tO the 
Committee of Elections. ™ 

The following bills, returned from the Senate, with ameng 
ments, were taken from the SPEAKER’S table, and the amend 
ments were concurred in, viz: , 

An act forthe relief of William Wickoff; 

An act for the relief of James L. Cochran; and 

An act for the relief of John T. Addoms. 

Several senate bills on the SPEAKER’s table were taken y 
read twice, and appropriately referred. Ps 

Mr. HALL moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend 
ment of the Senate to the bill fur the relief of James L. Coch, 
ran was concurred in. ; 

Mr. LINCOLN contended that it ought to be recommitteg 
to the Committee on Public Lands. ; 

Mr. CROSS hoped the motion to reconsider would not pre. 
vail. Without the amenment of the Senate, the bill would be 
of no effect. It would give the person for whose benefit it was 
passed, no greater privilege than he already enjoyed in com. 
mon with all other persons. 

Mr. THOMPSON made some remarks in opposition to the 
reconsideration, and Mr. LINCOLN intavor; when 

Mr. PETRIKIN obtained the floor, and moved the previous 
question; which was seconded, and the main question ordered 
which was on the motion to reconsider. : 

Mi. H. HALL demanded the yeas and nays; which having 
been ordered, by unanimous consent, to save the time of the 
House, the yeas and nays were dispensed with, and the motion 
was reconsidered, and the bill was committed to the Commits 
on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama, the House then 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, Mr. Casey in the chair, and took up the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill. 

The question sage, Nig the committee rose last evening, 
was the amendment of Mr. PETrRixrn to increase the appropr 
ation for the construction of the Treasury building, from $51,0" 
to $105,000, as modified by Mr. Lincory. 

Mr. ADAMS defended the amendment with much animation 
He contended that Government was bound in honor, and by 
every consideration of justice and equity, to pay these laborers 
for the work they had performed. He wished to ask the hono 
rable gentleman of the Committee of Ways and Means, whether 
he intended to adduce the condition oa which this money was 
earned, asa reason for its not being paid. The gentleman had 
told them that the Jaborers had gone on with the work, with the 
express understanding that it was on their own responsibility as 
to whether Congress should or should not make an appropria 
tion. But was that the reason why the gentleman refused to ap 
propriate the money? He would tell the gentleman that if an 
overseer on his plantation in Virginia should permit laberers to 
work outhe same condition, and depending on the gentleman to 
perform his promise, there was no court in Virginia which 
would not compel him to payit. But he was sure the genile 
man would never permit such a refusal to escape his lips. No 
he knew that gentleman better than to think he would refuse 
compensate his laborers under such circumstances. Then why 
did he act so differently, when the Government was concerned! 
Mr. A. in the course of his remarks, alluded to the certificates 
given to the workmen, as shinplasters of the same character as 
Treasury notes, and which the Government was equally bound 
to pay. 

r. JONES said it appeared from the remarks of the ge: 
tleman from Massachusetts, that he supposed he, Mr. J. did 
not understand the facts. He had, however, imagined himsel! 
throughly acquainted with the facts. Buti he had not, the ex 
planation of the gentleman, delivered in so mild a manner, could 
not leave him now in ignorance. 

Mr. J. said, the gentleman will allow me to say that per 
haps he himse!f has not paid sufficient attention to the matter, 
so as to understand what the facts are. 1 wish the gentleman 
to bear in mind, that so far from my being opposed to the pay 
ment of these men, that on more than one occasion during this 
debate, Ihave yielded my assent tothe proposition of the gen 
tleman from North Carolina, which is intended to cover the 
whole amount. 

The bill would have been so drawn at first, had the money 
becn then due; but at the time the bill was drawn, the labor 
had not been performed by them; and as at that time the work 
hadnot been done, of course no provision could be made to 
cover the present demand. a 

Mr. J. repeated that he admitted the justice of the claim nor 
made, and hoped the amendment would take effect, as he had 
not the slightest objection to appropriating the whole amount, 
whatever it might be, andto the amendment of the gentleman 
from North Carolina he yielded his full arsent. But the geo 
tleman from Massachusetts had said it was a horrid affair to pay 
these laborersin shinplasters. Now, said Mr. J. all 1 have to 
say is, thatthe gentleman has a very strange idea of shinplas 
ters. Ishould have thought, from the immense amount of 
shinplasters issued from his favorite institutions, that he would 
have understood the subject better. I will undertake to say 
that he isa great proficient in thatkind of shinplasters is:ued in 
such abundance fiom his own State. But was a certificate 

iven toa laborer, specifying merely the amount of labor per 

ormed, ashinplaster ? ares 

But the gentleman had said we were issuing Treasury 
notes, which were also shinpiasters. Now if they were shin 
plasters, they were such as had received the sancuon of some 
of the first men of our country. They had been approved by 
men in as high stations as that which the gentleman himeel! 
once oceupied. These shinplasters had carried us through 
struggles, and brought us safely out of those struggles on mort 
occasions than one, with honor to ourselves and to our country 

The gentleman hai also spoken of a “contract.” Now ! 
seemed to him that the gentleman did not understand the ne- 
ture of a contract near so well as he did that of shinplasieis. 

Said Mr. J., my idea of a contract is, that it — the con 
sent and obligation of both parties. But the gentleman comes 
forward and tells us that the mere assent of the President ' 
allow these men to go on upon their own responsibility, was * 
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contract. Nowif the fact of complying with the request of 
these men to goon at their own risk was a confract, why 
then the world of reasoning by which he arrives at the conclu- 
gion, 1am utterly ata loss to conceive. 

When these laborers were suffered to go on, there was a dis- 
tinct understanding that neither the President nor Secretary 
were 10 be responsible for any thing. The laborers said they 
would go on with the work solely on their owo risk, and re- 
lying on an appropriation from Cangress. 

“The gentleman hai asked if it was an “honorable thing.” 
What! had the gentleman, too, become an advocate for permit- 
ting an officer to pay money without an appropriation by law? 
Did the gentleman intend to say that the Secretary had a right 
to pay debts without authority. If so, there would be no 
longer any check, and the invaluable constitutional safeguard to 
the freasury would be remove |. 

He would again say that he had not the slightest objection- 
that every dollar earned by these people should be paid; and 
that a sufficient amount should be inserted in the bill to cover 
their honest and hard earnings. He would be the last man on 
that floor to object to it. 

All he said was that there was no obligation to go beyond the 
amount for the payment of these individuals. He was willing 
to pay them to the last cent, if it took every dollar from the 
Treasury. But when we were told that there were no means to 
complete these buildings, he did find fault with gentlemen who 
wished the appropriations doubled. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts would not go through many 
sections of the bill before he would find an item of $75,000 for 
erecting a custom-house in his own Siate; and perhaps this 
75,000 was but the entering wedge for greater appropriations, 

Mr. J. then adverted to the objection of some of the Opposi 
toa to the small amount ef Treasary notes, or shinplasters, as 
the gentleman called them, which had been required. They 
wished a greateramount, aad if ten millions, instead of five, 
had been granted, it would have pleased them better. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to knew why the gentleman had gone 
out of his way to speak of the custom-house at Boston, instead 
of confining himself to an answer to the question propounded. 
Mr. A. then intamated that Mr. J. wasa little offended. 

Mr. JONES. No; thegentleman 1s mistaken. I was never 
in a better temper in my life. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to know whether the gentleman meant 
when he had spoken of the “favorite institutions of the gentle- 
man.’ 

Mr. JONES said he referre:l to banks. 

Mr. ADAMS begged to say that if the gentleman thought the 
banks were his favorite institutions, he knew very little of his 
opinions on the subject. His opinions on that subject were no 
secret; they were long since made known to the country. Mr. 
A. then spoke at some length in favor of the amendment. 

Mr. HUNT spoke atsome length in favor of the amendment 
proposed. Suppose, he said, the House pass the bill as re- 
ported from the Committee of Ways and Means, what becomes 
of the $53,000 due the workmen—money earned by the sweat 
of the brow by the aitificers and workmen on the public build- 
tags!’ These workmen had been compelled to hold their certiti- 
cates from October last, if they have not disposed of them to 
furnish necessaries of life to their families, till the present time, 
without one cent of interest. Willthis House, for the sake of 

theappearance of economy, do the crying injustice to these 
men, by withholding the appropriation? He hoped 
not, Suppose, instead of making provision in this 
bill, the claims of these workmen should be referred to 
the Committee of Claims, of which his honorable colleague 
(Mr. Russect] waschairman He had no doubt, strict and 
rigid as that gentleman was in his investigation of claims, he 
would forthwith report a bill fer the appropriation of the full 
amount due the hard working men to whom the Government 
is now indebt. Then why not put in this bill. He did not un- 
derstand that the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means differed as to the jprinciple of payment, but in the terms. 
He called upon the gentlemen of the Administration to know 
whether they would so limit the appropriation in this bill, un 
der the circumstances of the case, as to leave out the $53,000 
due these mechanics—an amount legitimately belonging to this 
bill, and leave it to be be hereafter provided for by the Com- 
mittec of Claims. It would be doing crying injustice to these 
meritorious men. Me. H. concluded by expressing a wish that 
the debate would not be extended, but that an appropriation in 
roe amounts would be made. 

Mr. LINCOLN said there was already $60,000 due these 
workmen for labor performet. ‘The estimates furnished by 
the architect called tor an appropriation of $105,090, and there 
was no good resson why it shoul! nvt be appropriated. He tn. 
quired of the chairinan whether it was proposed to limit the 
appropriation to the amount due, and discontinue the work. 

Mr. JONES said that the amount called for tm the bill, was all 
that it was oa the conditions of the Treasury would war- 
rant the expenditureof. He thought it should be sufficient tur 
the present. Mr. J. was understood to say that the amount of 
appropriation was proposed to be limited to what was due the 
workmen. 

Mr. LINCOLN. Then the building isto stop. Mr. L. then 
spoke at some length to show the importance of further appro- 

riation, on the score of economy, to continue the buildings: 
he materials collected would be wasted if the appropriation 

was withheld. It would be doing great injustic to the work- 
men to throw them off at this time, considering the circum- 
sances under which they were brought here. 

Mr. SALTONBTALL said if the question now was, whether 
these buildings should be put up, then he might hesitate about 
the appropriation. [is creed was, that when public buildings 
Were constructed, they should be of durable materials; and 
built in such a manner as would be honorable to the nation. It 
was nol a proper economy at all times to put up a building at 
the smallest cust. He then spoke of che location of the pub- 
hic buildings now constructing, to which he objected. The 
Post Office building was being constructed with a beauty 
of material which any citizen of the country would feel a pride 
and gratification to behold; but, from its location in a narrow 
street, the whole effect is destroyed. If these buildi were 
abandoned in their unfinished state, the materials would remain 
scattered and ween. to waste and ruin, unless a —- appro- 
priation was made to gather them up and take care of them. It 
would be disgraceful to the nation to abandon the works in their 
present ition, or to refuse to appropriate the amount of 
money due to the workmen. This Government was not so 
bankrupt, he said, butthat it could affurd the appropriation pro- 
posed in the amendment: if it was in that condition, it had bet. 
ter apply to the circuit court, and take the benefit. Let the Go. 
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vernment do as an individual would do under similar circum- 
stances, to prevent the lossof property from the want of fur- 
ther means to prevent it—raise the Money on security or mort- 

age of the property, or by the issue of more Treasury notes. 
Bur he had do doubt that there would be a sufficient balance left 
unexpended of the amount of these notes alr: ady issued to au- 
thorize the House in making the appropriation. 

Mr. MONROE elvecetel the amendment asa measure of 
economy. Iftheappropriation be withheld, and the workmen 
stopped, the dilapidation of the building would be so great, and, 
the materials would be so scattered before it will be again 
commenced, that it would cost double the amount then as is 
now requiredto complete the building. 

Mr. MARVIN said if there was not a singie gentleman op- 
posed to the amendment, why not take the vote upon it. If 
gentlemen were prepared to stop the building, let them vote 
against the amendment, and vice versu. True economy re- 
quired that the appropriation should be made. He, therefore, 
hoped the question would be taken. He had no doubt there 
was not a man who did not properly understand the subject. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina censured the course of 
the Secretary of the Treasury for not recommending the 
amount necessary to pay the workmen for the labor already 
performed on this building, and for continuing the construction 
of the buildings. [Ele advocated the appropriation of such an 
amount as would continue the employment to the workmen, 
and to the completion of these buildings. He would not send 
them off now, when no labor eould be procured elsewhere; nor 
would he wish to see the plighted faith of the Government vio- 
lated by withholding the amount due these workmen for the 
labor already performed for the Government. He wasalso op- 
posed to saddling any future Administration with a debt in- 
curred by the present. 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. T. adverted toa censure he 
had passed some time ago on the Repoiters of the Globe. He 
said he felt it his duty to admit that he had done the Re 
porters injustice on the occasion, as he did not believe they 
would, intentionally, misrepresent him. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said he would ask the indulgence of the 
committee for a few minutes, whilst he paid his respects to the 


gentleman from South Carelina, (Mr. THompson,]} who had just 
spoken. 


The gentleman (said Mr. P.) has, according to his 
usual practice, given us a speech, one half of it on things he 
knows nothing about, and the other half about matters having 
no relevancy to the subject before the committee; something 
like a fish roe, thrown into a‘hot pan, jumping about,’ saapping, 
and cracking, and finally leaving neither form ner sulstance. 
The gentleman frem South Carolina had asserted that “ every 
patriot in the country was anxious to change the rulers of the 
country.”? This assertion, or rather denunciation, he (Mr. P.) 
denied, and considered of a piece with many of the gentleman’s 
assertions, and the pretensions of many of his party to exclusive 
“patriotism, decency, &c.’’ Mr. P. thought if the genile- 
man’s patriotism was like some other matters he talked of- 
ten about, and he was to be the standard by which others 
were to be judged, there were but few patriots in the coun 

try, and the sooner such patriots left the country, the bet- 
ter. Mr. P. believed, however, that there were but few men in 
the United States who were not patriots at heart, no matter 
what political party they belonged to, As to the amendment 
now under consideration, it was approved of by.a committee, 
four of whom were Democrats, andone Whig, without dissent. 
It was prepared without regard to any man’s previous opinions, 
and sent to this House. He (Mr. P.) was one of them, and of- 
fered the amendinent. This committee acted as men of prin- 
ciple—never suffered political prejudices to interfere with 
their duty as men, in that committee room, when no party 
principles were involved, but jadged of things submitted to 
them according tothe facts, having due regard to doing justice 
to the Government and to individuals. He [Mr. T.] accuses 
the friends of the Administration in this House of sacrificin 

their morals at the shrine of party. It comes with a bac 

grace from the gentleman, or his party, to lecture this House 
on morality. A review of their actions, as legislators general- 
ly, would prove this clearly. 

The discrepancy between the estimate of the amount in- 
serted in the present bill as necessary to complete those pub- 
lic buildings, and the sum found now to be necessary, is easily 
accounted for. The estimate in the bill was made in December 
last, before the work was done. The amendment now offered 
is predicated on estimates of work principally dove, Mr. P. 
did not consider the President to blame in this matter. He 
had neither time nov inclination to altend to matters of this 
kind ; nor was Mr. P. prepard to blame the Secretary of the 
Treasury. He hadto depend on the very uncertain informa- 
tion furnished by the architect, and every one knew how un- 
certain such data generally was. ‘The gentleman had expressed 
himself as horror-stricken that the President had given direc- 
tions to reduce the hours of work at the public buildings to ten 
hours. He has asserted that the President had directed this to 
be done by proclamation. 

How did that gentleman ascertain this? Mr. P. would like 
to know his authority. It wasthe duty of the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings to make this matier public, and in discharge 
of his duty he did publish it, for the information of the nume- 
rous persons interested in a knowledge of it. Was this a 
criminal matier in the President? If he had not done it, he 
would have been very properly denounced in this House. 

Mr. P. said he wont inform the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina that it was a common thing in Pennsylvania, for those em- 
ploying white men, to specify the hours for work. When this 
was not done to the satisfaction of the workmen, they called on 
their employers and stated their grievances. Mr. P. would in- 
forfm the gentleman from South Carolina, that the labor of the 
Northern and Middie State was generally done by freemen, 
who knew their rights, and were not afraid to assert them. It 
often happened that when those workmen suppose they are 
aggrieved, they turn out, and as they call it, and cease working 
until they are satisfied. They consider themselves at liberty 
to work, or let it alone. 

The gentieman affects a great deal of sympathy for the starv- 
ing condition of the mechanics and laboring classes of society 
throughout the country generally. He would (said Mr. P.) take 
the liberty ofinforming the gentleman that hissympathies were 
mispl , as tothose men. There was no one of those clasees 
suffering or starving, that would work, orhad health. It was a 
fact that around the large manufacturing districts there was 
some suffering, caused by the gross, dishonest conduct of the 
gentleman’s friends, the banks, but the mass of theJaboring class 
were far from being in a suffering state. All who would work 
could get employment and fair wages. Mr. P. could speak 
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knowingly on this subject. He was in the habit of employing 
alarge number of workmen. A year - he paid laborers trom 
$1 12) to $l 25 per day, when they had to pay for beef from § 
to 10 cents per pound; for bacon frum 16 to 19 cents per pound; 
and for flour from 8 to 10 dollars per barrel. Now laborers 
were paid 874 cents per day, They bought their beef for from 
4 to 6 cents per pound; bacon from 7 to 12 cents per pound; 
and flour $5 per barrel. Now, said Mr. P. can the gentieman 
from South Carolina tell, by cyphering, which set of prices ie 
the beat forthe laboring men? Mr. P. regretted to hear gentle- 
men dragging every subject that came before this House into 
the arena of polities, no matter how foreign from the subject. 
It did not say much for the morality of those doing so. Mr. P 

went on to urge the adoption of she amendmentas a benefit to 
the public, by preserving the buildings, and rendering the records 
now In it szie. 

The Hvuuse again resolved itself into committee and re 
sumed the consideration of the bill. 

The question being on the adoption of the amendment of Mr. 
PSTRIKIN, & count Was taken by tellers, (Messrs. Briocs anid 
CHapMAN of Alabama acting as such.) who re ported—ayes 
8, noes 43. So the amendment was agreed to 

The clause appropriating $45,000 for continuing the con- 
struction of the new Patent Office building having been read, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out $45,000, and to insert 
“$100,000 to complete the said building, including for entire 
occupancy, and for the portico.” 

Mr. P said that this amount was in conformity with the esti 
mates of the Commissioner of Public Buildings. The build. 
ing would be damaged and ruined if the amount proposed was 
not apprepriated. 

After a tew remarks from Mr. STANLY, the committee was 
divided on the adoption of the amendment of Mr. Psrarxrn, 
and there being—ayes 55, noes 38, no quorum voting, 

The committee rose, and the chairman reported that fact to 
the House. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved a call of the House; and Messrs 
Grirvitnx and Prorrit having been appointed tellers to ascer 
tain whether there should be a call, reported that there were— 
ayes 90, noes 34. 

A call was ordered, but there being a quorum present, by uni 
vera! censent, all further proceeding in the call was dispensed 
with, and 

Mr. LINCOLN moved to amend the amendment by striking 
out $45,000, and inserting, after the word “dollars,” the words, 
“to complete the said building for entire occupancy, together 
with the portico,” including arrearages of $42,000 due to the 
workmen. 

Mr. PETRIKIN accepted the above as a 
of his. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. LINCOLN and PETRI 
KEN in favor of the amendment, and by Messrs. PROFFIT, 
JONES of Virginia, STANLY, and BOND, in explanation ot 
the expenditures of the building, 

The question was taken, and the amendment was agreed to 

Mr. STANLY moved o atrike out $155,000 for alterations 
and repairs of the Capitol, and incidental expenses, &c.; but 
after a few explanatory remarks by Messrs. JONES of Virginia, 
and LINCOLN, the motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. STANLY moved to strike out 61,200 ealary to the princi- 
pal officer, and insert the sum of $1,000. 

Mr. LINCOLN said he was opposed tothe amendment. The 
salary of this officer was increased last session by the action of 
both Houses of Congress, after the most mature consideration 
This gentleman has the superintendence of the whole of the 
public grounds, amounting to about one hundred acres. He 
was not as weil paid as the common laborer under his charge, 
considering the amount of his labors. You cannot procure the 
services of a competent man any where. He remains in the 
service of the Government ata less amount than he could get 
elsewhere. He could get more from any private gentleman 
who was acquainted with his - icity tu attend to their grounds, 
if his services were needed. He was actually astovished at the 
quantity of grounds he had to attend, and the great amount of 
labor he had to perform. He referred gentlemen tw the condi- 
tion of the public grounds now as compared with its condiuen 
before he was taken into the employ of the Government, as an 
evidence of his merit. 

Mr. J. W. JONES said he was much in the situation of the 
chairman of the Committee on the Public Buildings. When 
Mr. J. came to look at the subject, he was much astonished on 
becoming acquainted with the amount of business under the su 
perintendent’s charge. The gentleman from Maseachusetts 
(Mr. Lincotn] saidthat the superintendant had something like 
one hundred acres of public grounds under his superintendence, 
and had shown that theircondition was such as to satisfy every 
one that the superintendent was a faitful agent. Those mem 
bers who were in Congress six years ago would be surprised to 
see the state of the publie grounds, compared with their former 
condition, Something like five acres was in shrubbery and or- 
namental trees, and kept in tke most beautitul condition. The 
superintendent had not iess than five miles of walks to attend to, 
besides the trimming of trees. His attention was devoied to 
all those services. Gentlemen would find him to bea servicea 
ble man. 

Mr. STANLY made some remarks, in the course of which he 
censured Mr. Lincoun for testifying to the merits of the garden 
er. He said Mr. L. made himself a sack horee for all the 
abuses of the Administration. 

Mr. LINCOLN eaid it was his duty as chairman of ths 
Committee on the Public Buildings and Grounds (under whose 
supervision the labors and duues of this gentleman came, ) be- 
ing pertectly conversant with the subject, to testify to his quali 
fications. He also felt it due, from asense of propriety, anda 
sense of justice to this individual, that he should give to the 
comunittee the information he possessed. 

Mr. STANLY again spoke. : 

Mr. LINCOLN thought it true economy to pay this individu. 
al $1,200. He saves the Government, by his care and attention, 
an amount equal to half his salary. Since he had been in the 
employment of the Government, he had cultivated a great 


modification 


number of plants; and the Government had been put to very 
little expense for shrubbery. He is a scientific ener, anda 
manof great skill. Gentlemen in New York and Philadelphia 


were anxious to get him out of the employment of the Go- 
vernment; and he had no doubt he would have goneif the 
salary had not been increased last year. He was in favor of 
continuing the appropriation; if it was not dons he had no 
doubt ti:at he would leave this city. 

%e The question was then taken on the amendment of My 
T A NLY, and disagreed to without a count. 
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Mr. JONES of Virginia submitted the following amendment 
to the bill, viz: 

“For compensation tw the Judge of the Superior Court of St. 
Augustine, Bast Fiorida, for examination of claims under the act 
of Juve 23, 1834, for the years 1339 and 1840, ene thousand nine 
hundred and forty-five dollars: Provided, That all said claims 
in which proof shall not be produced to the said Judge, and 
deemed by him (o be satisfactory, subject to the approval of 
the Mecretary of the Treasury, within the period of eighteen 
months from the date of the passage of this act, shall be dis- 
missed; and no farther proceedings under the act aforesaid 
whall be had; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby re- 
quired to give notice ef the limitation herein provided, by pub. 
iicatton in the several newspapers printed in the Territory of 
Fiorida, for the period of six moaths after the passage of this 
act.” 

Mr. GRAVES raised a question oforder. He considered the 
amendment out of order, on the ground that there was no exist- 
ing law authorizing the appropriation; and 

After a few remarks by Messrs. GIDDINGS, JONES of Vir- 
ginia, and GRAVES, 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order, and it was not 
preesed by the mover 

Mr. OGLE meved to strike out $3,665 for repairs of the Prest- 
dent's house, 

Mr. OGLE then took the floor, and said he would com- 
menece by the examiuation of a speech delivered by the gen- 
tlemen from Massachusetts, (Mr. Linco.n,] some time ago, in 
reply to certain charges ia relation to the President’s turni- 
ture, etc. 

Mr. ©. inhis preliminary remarks, used, in reference to Mr 
Linco, the term “palace influence.’’ He also spoke of cer- 
tain persons, who, perhaps, were in the habit of visiting the 
White House, shaking the President’s taper fingers, and sip- 
ping his wine 

r. LINCOLN desired to know what the g: nuleman meant 
by “palace influence.’ 

Mr. OGLE said he would explain ashe progreseed with his 


ch. 

Mr. LINCOLN said he wished an anewer then, as he would 
submit to no persvual abuse or imputation of his mouves from 
any one. He. would tell the gentieman that he had been in the 
President's House, and drank jess of his wines than perhaps 
the gentieman himsell 

Mr. OGLE was understood to disclaim any intenuon of im- 
pugning the motives of Mr. Lincoun, or as intending any thing 
personal. He then took up the speech alinded to, and was pro- 
ceeding to examine it, when 

Mr. LINCOLN said it might be as well to inform the gentle- 
man that the speech in question was delivered one «vening 
about a fortnight ago, and he had not seen it in the Globe, nor 
did he know it had been published, unt! a few hoursago. He 
had feft the city at etx o'clock the next morning after 1t was de 
hivered, and ene had no opportunity of revising it be. 
fore ite publicavon. fe had, however, told the gentlema 
that he observed some little inaccuracies in the report, which 
he would correct as soon as he should have time to write out a 
correction, and, under these circumstances, he could not repress 
his astonishmentat the eourse the gentleman was then taking. 
He would, however, set patienly unul the genteman had got 
through with his abuse, when be would reply to him. 

Mr. OGLE then resumed his remarks, and poured out anathe- 
mas against the Reporter of the Globe, who, owing to the 
noise which generally prevails in the hall, had been guilty of 
not hearing a portion of Mr. Lincoin’s speech, which led to a 
trifling error, The other inaccuracy was a misprint of a single 
figure, and not the fault of the Reporter. 

Towards the close of his remarks, Mr. O. referred to the 
speech of his colleague, [Gen. Ker,) delivered some time ago, 
on the same subject, and was proceeding to speak of certain 
shinplasters issued 10 the county of Berks. 

For this he was called to order, on the ground of irrelevancy. 

Mr. KEIM hoped his colleague would be permitied to go on, 
and empty his reservoir of filth at once. 

Mr. OGLE then resumed, and concluded his remarke. 

Mr. LINCOLN followed, and with much warmth, and in a 
most withering manner, repelled the insinuations thrown out by 
the member who last spoke. [The remarks of Mr. L. will ap- 
pear at the earliest opportunity.) 

The clause of the bill appropriating $8,000 for the payment 
of the artista engaged in executing four historical paintings for 
the vacant panels of the rotunda of the Capitol, having been 


read, 

Mr. LINCOLN moved the following amendment, which was 
accepted by the chairman of the Commitice of Ways and 
Means, viz: Provided the paintings are in such a state of pro- 
cress as, in reference to the whole sum to be paid to the artists 
respectively, for their execution, shall, in the opinion of the 
President of the United States, render it proper to make such 
payments. 

Attera few remarks from Messrs. ANDREWS, JONES of 
Virgina, STANLY, LEWIS WILLIAMS, and ADAMS, as to 
the nature of the contract, the amendment was azreed to. 

The paragraph appropriating $8,000 to Luigi Persico and Ho. 
ratio Greenough for statues to adorn the two blockings on the 
east frontof the Capitol, having been read, 

Mr. LINCOLN moved the following amendment, which was 
accepted by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and agreed to, viz 

“Provided, That the work 1s in such a state of progress as 
in reference to the whole sum to be paid to the artists respec 
uvely for their execution, shall, in the opinion of the President 
of the United States, reader it proper to make such payments.” 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved to strike out the appropriation of 
$725,000 for the expenses of taking the next census, and insert 
$740,000; which was agreed to. 

Some conversation here teok a between Messrs. WADDY 
THOMPSON, EVANS, and SMITH of Maine, as to the man- 
ner in which theeustom-house at New York was constructed, 
and as to the propriety of reducing that appropriation. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved to strike it out 

Mr. LINCOLN opposed the amendment, and showed that 
the amount now proposed to be appropriated was $75,000 less 
than the estimates calledfor. The site had been altered since 
the bailding was authorized to be constructed. It was thought 
advisable to have it Jocated in a position more convenient to the 
shipping than was at first contemplated. The consequence 
waa. that the Jand on which it is located cost considerably 
more than that oa which it was propeempte spans it at first. 

Aftera few remarks by Mr. JONES of Virginia, showing the 
necessity of the appropriation, the question was taken, and the 
amendment was disagreed to. 
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Mr. J. W. JONES moved an amendment for the repair of the 
public works at Staten Island, the sum of $29,720; which had 
been rendered necessary in consequence of the late storm; 
which amendment wasagreed to. 

Mr. LINCOLN here moved that the committee rise; and on 
a count being taken by tellers to ascertain whether the com- 
mittee would rise, no quorum voted. 

The commitiee then rose, and the chrirman reported that fact 
to the House. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved a call! of the House; but a motion 
having been made that the House sdjourn, the question was 
taken by tellers, (Messrs Gooain and CuaPpMan acting as such,) 
who reported—ayes 29, nays 96. 

Be the House refused to adjou n. 

The House again went into Committee of the Whole on the 
atate of the Union, and resumed the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. CURTIS moved an appropriation of $27,500 to purchase 
a lot ——— on the east side of the custom-house, Pine street, 
in New York, for the purpose of light and ventilation to that 
building; and 

After a few remarks by Mr. C. in favor of the amendment, 
and Mr. JONES of Virginia, on the question whether i was 
in order, 

The CHAIR ruled thatthe amendmeut was not in order on 
the ground that there was no existing law that would authorize 
the appropriation, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved the following amendments, 
viz 

For repairs of the custom“nouse building at New Bedford, 
$500. 

For repairs of the custom-house building at New London, 
$1.700. 

For repairs of the marine hospital at Norfolk, $4.100. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. STANLY, JONES, CUR- 
TIS, and MONROE, the amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved to reduce the appropriation for 
the expenses incurred by the commission, under the act remit- 
ting duties on goods destroyed by fire in New York, from 
$3,354, to the sum of $1,350; and after a debate in which 
Messrs. STANLY, DAWSON, CURTIS, and EVANS, parii- 
cipated, and inexplanation by Mr. J. W. JONES, the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to strike out the appropriation 
for the full minister to Spain, for the purpose of sending a 
Charge, if the President should think the relations subsisting 
between these two countries deemed it warrantable; and, 

After a debate in which Messrs. J. W. JONES, ADAMS, 
EVERETT, and EVANS, participated, the latter gentleman 
moved the following amendment as a modification of the above, 
to come inat the end of the paragraph making provision for 
the salaries ofthe ministers abroad, viz 

Provided, Thatthe sum of nine thousand dollars, or such 
part thereof as may be necessary, may be applied to the outfit 


and salary of a Charge d’A ffatres to Spain in lieu of a Minister. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE acceyned the above ak a modification. 
Mr. STANLY obtained floor; and on his motion the commit- 


tee rose; and then 
On motion, the House, at 11 e’clock, p. m. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, May 2, 1840. 

After the journal had beeu read, 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Who'e on the state 
of the Union, and resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriation for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of the Government for the year 
1840. 

The question pending was on a motion made by 
Mr. Evans, to allow the money appropriated for 
the salary of the Minister to Spain, in case of his 
return, to be applied to a Charge, to be sent in his 
place, if the President should think proper so 
to do. 

Mr. CUSHING observed there was no quorum, 
and thai with so few members present, it would 
not be fair to take the question. 

Mr. STANLY said he would take that oppor- 
tunity to say afew words in relation to Messrs. 
Throop and Maxcy, our Charges at Belgium and 
Naples. He then referred to the report of the In- 
vestigating Committee, for the purpose of showing 
that Mr. Throop had been negligent, while acting 
as naval officer at New York, or he might have 
prevented the frauds of Swartwout. Also, that 
Mr. Maxcy, when acting as Solicitor of the Trea- 
sury, had, through his negligence, been one cause 
of the frauds of Mr. Price. He wished to know 
from the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, how it was thal these men had been pro- 
moted to office, instead of being punished for their 
negligence. 

Mr.SMITH of Maine called Mr. Stranty to 
order, on the ground that his remarks were not 
relevant to the question then before the com- 
mitiee. 

Mr. STANLY contended that he was no more 
out of order than many other gentlemen. 

Mr. CUSHING made some brief remarks on 
the amendment of Mr. Evans. He was of opi- 
nion that the Department had the discretionary 
power, but thought the mission to Spam would 
have to be restored. 

Mr. JONES having been late in his arrival, had 


failed to hear much of what Mr. Sranzy had saiq 
That gentleman had a standing piece of evidence 
on which to found charges against any thing ang 
every thing that came up in discussion. Mr, J, 
objection to it was, that it wa3 an ex parte invesij. 
gation, directed to objects never coniemplated when 
the committee was appointed, and the officer; 
charged had had no opportunity of reply and de. 
fence. He protested against allowing such a sor 
of proof to operate against any individual. Hp 
contended that, in the case of Mr. Throop, his no. 
mination had been submitted to the Senate, As 
to the salary of the archi'ect, the office was neces. 
sary, and applied to the works of the highest order. 
Ani if the salary was reduced, the Government 
could not command the services of a competent jn. 
dividual. The salary was, in fact, fixed by law 
but was left discretionary with the President. Mr 
J. oppesed a change of minister for chargééin the 
Austrian, Prussian, and Mexican missions. The 
hrst two powers complained of a violation of treaty 
on our part, and it was proper that ministers of 
the first grade should be retained in ports so im- 
portant. A treaty had lately been concluded with 
Sardinia, relating a subject of high importance, 
providing for the introduction and transportation 
of tobacco to all the limits of that kingdom, extend. 
ing to the borders of Switzerland, France, &c. and 
thus opened the door to an extension of the tobacco 
trade. All the 22 cantons of Switzerland, save 
one, (Vailais,) were free to its admission. In 
France it was a Government monopoly, and sold 
ander high duties to the population, producing to 
the French Government a revenue more than half 
as great as that of the United States, from al! 
sources whatever. 

Mr. BELL called the attention of Mr. Jones to 
the superintendence of the architect of the public 
buildings. He thought the circumstances were 
such as called loudly for some provision of law, 
He then recurred to disbursements made for the 
erection of the branch mint at Dahlonega, in Geor- 
gia. The officers by whom these disbursements 
were made were appointed, he believed, at the dis- 
cretion of the President, and no law existed requi- 
ring securities to be taken. In relation to the 
buildings in this city the Board of Inspectors, with- 
out any direct violation of law, had brought Con- 
gress under an obligation which no House of Re- 
presentatives dare refuse to discharge. He did not 
refer to this as a charge against the Administration, 
but only to show the need of further provision on 
that subject. 

Mr. JONES said the Committee of Ways and 
Means had not had this subject before them, and 
no bill had been drawn in the case. 

Mr. BELL referred to the case of work done on 
the raft of the Red river, where Congress had been 
brought under a similar obligation without any av- 
thority of law. Here there were three cases, all 
showing the necessity of further legal provision to 
prevent the recurrence of such abuses. 


Mr. JONES could not see how this subject par- 
ticularly pertained to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. It seemed impossible to satisfy gentlemen. 
If, in such cases, men were not employed, the Ad- 
ministration were blamed; if men were employed, 
the Administration were no less censured, Mr. J. 
invited Mr. B. to present a bill to sujt the cases re- 
ferred to by him. It should have Mr. J's hearty 


support. 

Mr. BELL rejoined, reminding Mr. J. that he 
had expressly disclaimed all intention to bring 
any charge in this matter against the Government. 
As to his own bringing in a bill on the subject, 
he perceived it would be utterly in vain. There 
might§certainly be some arrangement in relation 
to the buildings at Washington, fixing the 
responsibility somewhere, and let it be no longer 
vagrant between the architect, superintendent, and 
Board of Inspectors. Let some one have legal 
control of disbursements, so that responsibility 
might be fixed. 

The question being now pul, the amendment was 
agreed to. 

So it was left discretional with the Executive 
Department to replace tie Minist:-r to Spain by a 
Charge. 

Mr. CUSHING made explanations, and advert- 
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ed toa report, stated to aim in letters, &c. that 


Great Britain was endeavoring to obtain from 
Mexico possession of Upper Califernia, with a 
yiew to its relation to the territories of the United 
States, and also of taking a cession of territory as 
security for Mexican bonds in England. She was 
caid, also, to have in view the establishment in 
that quarter of a colony of free blacks. Hence 
he urged the necessity of sleepless vigilance over 
the movements of the British Government in 
Mexico. If the object of England be accom- 
plished (said Mr. C.) we shall be in the grasp of 
the boa constrictor. He was opposed to any far- 
ther extension of British territory on the American 
frontier. His argument, from these views, was, 
that a minister should be retained in Mexico. He 
also opposed any change in the Prussian and Aus- 
trian missions, and went into some remarks on the 
importance of our interests with the Austrian 
Government, especially in reference to tobacco and 
cotton. One of the benefits obtained for our 
irade by the late minister at Austria had been the 
removal of a forty days’ quarantine in her ports. 
He dwelt on the advantages thus obtained for the 
cotton trade. Similar benefits were to be hoped 
for the tobacco trade and the fixheries. The cost of 
ihe mission was a bagatelle, in comparison to these 
benefits. He then examined the importance of 
our mission to Prussia. A Prussian arbiter was to 
settle all questions arising between us and Mexico, 
on our treaty with the latter. Prussia was at the 
head of the German commercial league, which 
was gradually revolutionizing the trade of the con- 
tiient, entirely to the advantage of American trade 
ani manufactures; and hence he opposed a substi- 
tution of a charge for a minister at the Prussian 
Court. Negotiations, at this day, had reference 
chiefly to commercial treaties—which afforded an 
indication of the spread and strength of the spirit 
of peace among the nations. 

He agreed with Mr. Jonns as to the beneficial 
character of the late treaty with Sardinia, and ar- 
gued the propriety of our having a charge in that 
country. Whe relations thus established were im- 
portant in a political as well as commercial point 
of view. We were competitors with France and 
Engiand, which exp.s d us to collisions with both 
those powers, and hence it was our interest to be on 
amicable relations with the other nations of Eu- 
rope Who hai little maritime power, especially those 
on the Mediterranean. 

Mr. C, concluded by expre:sing his hope that the 
missions to Austria, Prussia, and Mexieo, would be 
suffered to remain as they were. 

Mr. PROFFIT commenied on the remarks of 
Mr. C. as impr per from a member of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, That gentleman’s 
rematks on a former occasion had operated inju- 
rously to ns abroad, and tended to prodace an im- 
pession that there was a party in this country jea- 
lous and unfriendly towards great Britain. 

Mr. CUSHING, in detenee, adver.ed to sugges- 
tons made last evening by the gentleman from 
Vermont, [Mr. Everert,} and ins:sted that his 1e- 
marks were in order, and to the point. Because 
he wasa member of the Committee on Foreign Af- 
lairs, was his mouth to be closod in all that related 
toour foreign affairs? It was an extraordinary 
doctrine, and applied to no other committee. He 
had adverted not to mere ramors, but to subjects 
wih which British publications were teeming. 
Were we to be restrained from discuss ng our own 
affairs in our Own way, trom a dread of the British 
hewspapers, OF some sensitive member of the Bri- 
sh Parliament? He might speak by the hour, the 
day, or the week, on party questions, and nobody 
would say a word against 1; but as soon as he 
touched the vital, permanent interests of the na- 
tion, he was to be lectured, and ecatechized, and 
chokei down. He spoke ashe had aright to speak; 
as a member of the House and of Congress, as an 
American, he claimed a right to speak freely and 
fully on ali national questions. 

Mr. EVERETT adveried to the remarks he had 
made last evening. What he had said then he had 
hot said asa member of the Commitiee on Foreign 
Affairs, but simply on his own responsibility. ‘He 
had trodden witn great care; he had made no mo- 
ion to strike out the clause io question, but had 


only suggested some changes in the grades of some 
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of our foreign ministers, with a view to economy. 
He had no wish to dispense with any mission, such 
as those to Prussia and Austria, which was benefi- 
cial to Southern interests,so long as they were doing 
any thing; but if not, he was for reducing their ex- 
pense. He had had the impression that, since our 
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Hero of New Orleans that he saw the necessity of 


treaty with Mexico, there could be no duties which , 


required the presence of a full minister there. He 
should make no motion, but, leave the question to 
the discretion of the Executive. 

Mr. PROFFIT responded with warmth to Mr. 
Cusnino; and being called to order, and raled to be 
out of order, resumed his seat. 

Mr. STANLY then moved to strike out the 
item for sataries to Charges to Belgium and Na- 
ples, on the ground that their neglecting to prevent 
the frauds of Messrs. Price and Swariwout, dis- 
qualified them for so responsible a station. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE contended, that admitting 
the allegation were true, that was no reason why 
our relations with Belgium and Naples should 
cease, which would be the effect of the gentle- 
man’s motion, should it prevail. He said it would 
be obvious that the withholding of a minister's 
salary dd pat an end, while it continued, to our 
intercourse with a nation to whom such minister 
was sent. The incompetency cf individuals, even 
admitted, was no reason for discontinuing a public 
mission abroad. He would not be drawn into a 
consideration of the charges formerly reporied 
against these individuals. They had been lawful- 
ly appointed. No complaint was made of the 
discharge of their duties abroad, and he would 
not vote to discontinue their salaries. 

Messrs. GRAVES and GRAHAM of North 
Carolina advocated the amendment. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL thought this a most extra- 
ordinary proceeding. The report of the Investi- 
gating Commiitee had been quoted, which report 
referred to men who had no notice of such exami- 
nation, some of whom were abroad atthe time it 
took place, and at home the whole proceeding was 
ex parte. Gentlemen wished to cut off the salar.es 
of Messrs. Maxcy and Throop, both of whom 
were out of the country at the time the comm.tiee 
were at New York. Was sucha course fair? 
Was the House resolved into a star chamber to 
condemn men without notice, or opportunity to 
defend themselves? Mr. V. then alluded to the 
friendship which existed between Swartwout and 
the Whigs, and to the fac: that, when the former 
left office, the merchants presented him with a 
service of plate, as a testimony of their esteem. 
The fault of Messrs. Maxcy and Throop was, ihat, 
with men of all parties, they had placed too much 
confidence in him, and yet for this confi ‘ence, their 
services abroad, how valuable soever, must be cut 
off. He thonghtit very unjust. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine contended that the item 
in the bill did not at all involve the qualifications 
of the incumbents of the office proposed to be abo- 
lished. He then called the atrention of the com- 
mittee to acase of culpable neglect and extrava- 
gance which had once excited the attention of the 
whole country. He alluded to the appointment of 
General Harrison as Minister Plenipotentiary to 
Co'omia by Mr Adams. It would be found that 
the hero of North Bend received his $9,000 outfit 
ond $9,000 salary, as Minister to Colombia, and 
yet, instead of proceeding at once to his post— 

Mes rs. C. JOHNSON, GRAVES, and others, 
here called Mr. S. to order, on the ground of irre- 
levancy. 

Mr. SMITH. Ah!T see how itis. I see the 
shot tells. Whenever I have a shot that tells, I 
always know. it, because the pigeons flatter. 1 ge- 
nerally take pretty good aim, and it it perhaps na- 
tural that the birds should flutter, when taey know 
the shot will take effect 

After some debate on the point of order, the 
CHAIR decided that Mr, Smitn was in order. 

Mr. SMITH then resumed, and said it was a 
well known fect that, after the appointment of 
Gen. Harrison as Minister to Colombia, at a sala- 
ty of $9,000, with an outfit of $9,000, instead of 
proceeding at once to his post, he remained quietly 
luxuriating for six months at his palace at North 


Bend; arid it was not until afier the election of the 


making tracks for Colombia. This could not be 
denied; and while gentlemen were attempting to 
implicate Messrs. Maxcy and Throop, by a report 
not acted upon by the House, he wished. them to 
remember the conduct of the Hero of North Bend. 

Afier some remarks from Mr. GRAVES, 

Mr. ADAMS said he had no recollection as to 
whether Gen. Harrison had, or had not, received 
the amount of his salary and outfit. He believed, 
however, that the general practice had been not to 
pay ministers their outfits until they were ready to 
set out on their missions, and never to advance 
them their salaries till they set out. From this 
general rule there were many exceptions, to enable 
gentlemen, in particular cases, to settle their pri- 
vate affairs, before Jeaving the country, and there 
might have been some advances of outfit, but none, 
so far as he knew, of salary. _If there were such 
in the case of Gen. Harrison, he knew there were 
circumstances which, if made known, would justi- 
fy it. Mr. A. then complained that whenever a 
charge was made against any officer, which it was 
in the power of Congress to correct, the gentlemen 
from Maine would call up some case of equal or 
greater corruption which happened previously. 

Mr. SMITH. That is a very good mode of set- 
tling accounts. 

Mr. STANLY contended that the President, in 
appointing Messrs. Throop and Maxey to office, 
had treated the report of the Investigating Commit- 
tee with contempt. He replied to Mr. Drom- 
GOOLE, whose course, he said, was harder to define 
than that ofan eagle in the air, or a seipent oa a 
rock. 

Mr. CURTIS was proceeding to defend the 
course of the Investigating Committee, of which 
he had been a member, when 

Mr. VANDERPOEL disclaimed having in- 
timated any impropriety on the part of the come 
mittee. 

Mr. CURTIS then quoted largely from the re- 
port, with a view of showing thathad Mr. Throop 
exercised proper caution, the defalcations of S wart- 
wout woul! never have occurred. He had no 
idea that Mr. Throop had copnived at ihe traud 
committed, but hal ne done his duty that fraud 
could never have succeeded. Mr. C, was under- 
stood to deny that any service of plate had been 
presented to Swartwout. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL rejoined. He had hither- 
to furborne to enter into the political discussians of 
the House, but when he heard old and long tried 
friends accused, who had honorably discharged 
hig) and important duties, he could not su sull 
and abstain from defending them. He. thea went 
intoa review of Mr. Throop’s political history, 
and to the time when he was elevated to the gu- 
bernatorial chair of the State of New York. Yes, 
said Mr. V. I remind my colleague of the good old 
time when he and I worked shoulder to shoulder 
in supporting Mr. Throop and the Jackson cause. 
Mr. V. represented that the head and frost of the 
offence was, that Mr. Throop had been too confid- 
ing in Mr. Swartwont. His colleague conid not, 
and dare not, intimate any thing against his honor 
and integrity. Then, was it an honorable and 
Christian spirit to visit such an offence by cutting 
off the present appropriation? 

Mr. CURTIS denied having said any thing fur- 
ther against Mr. Throop than his neglect of the 
duties of his station. He was set as a check upon 
Swaritwout, and his confidence in his friend had 
induced him wholly to neglect the duties he was 
appointed to perform. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked, where was the ne- 
cessity of going back to the neglects of an indivi-~ 
duai’s past life.’ Sach a principle, if carried out 
would Jead to the most disastrous consequences. 
He cited the case of excessive confidence reposed 
by the directors of a bank in their cashier. The 
bank exploded, but were the directors visited with 
unrelenting condemnation ever after? He pro- 
tested against such a course. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE ccntended that, shonld an 
impeachment be instituted against these Charges, 
as such, the testimony of theig conduct in another 
office weuld bepr mouncedirrelevaot His principal 
object, however, in rising, was to notice the strang¢ 
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snconsistency of the gentleman from North Caroli- 
na, (Mr. Srancy,] in first comparing him to a ser- 
pent on the rock, then to an eagle in the air, next 
to an arrow, and, last of all, he had invested him 
with the agility of a cat. 

Mr. DAWSON was in favor of withholding the 
salaries, as in his opinion the President would be 
thereby compelled to withdraw the officers. He 
contended that the President had not treated the 
report with proper respect in omitting to notice and 
act upon the charges made against Messis. Maxcy 
and Throop. 

Mr. RHETT wished io know if, when an officer 
was appointed by the President and Senate, and 
Cengress refused the appropriation, the debt was 
thereby extinguished. 

Mr. STANLY replied that the appropriation was 
not for services rendered. 

Mr. RHETT said the Constilution gave the 
President power to appoiat, with the consent of the 
Renate. While he was kept in office, a contract 
subsisted, and a debi accrued. The con‘ract would 
be vacated by impeachment only; tll then, the 
debt subsisted. He would not say thatin an ex- 
treme case an extreme remedy might no! be proper; 
but a vote to withhold the salary would not extin- 
guish the debt. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio supported the amendment, 
and maintained that as the report of the committee 
on the negligeuce of the officers in question was 
unanimous, it was entitled to consideration by the 
President, who, at least, ought to have called upon 
them to answer the charges. 

Mr. TURNEY reminded Mr. M. that the report 
ot the Investigating Committee had never received 
the sanction of the House. 

Mr. M. replied that the committee had reported 
evidence which had been printed, and had remain- 
ed before the House for more than a year uncon- 
troverted. This presented a case of prima facie evi- 
dence on which it was proper and fit to withhold 
this appropriation, at least for once, ull a better un- 
derstanding could be had as to the facts. 

Mr. McKAY admitted the report to have been 
unanimous, but the House had never acted on ii; 
and this was made the ground of a motion, ina 
diffrent Congress, to which that report had not 
been made, at once to jump to the e@onclusion that 
twe men had been guilty of malfeasance in office, 
and to withhold their salaries. It was monstrous, 
If the Executive was bound to notice and act on 
every report made in Congress, bis cond:tion was 
very unenviable. Mr. McK. adverted to a report 
of a committee against Gen. Hamilioi, when Se- 
eretary of the Treasury, bat said that Gen. Wash- 
ington took no notice of it. He then referred to 
the celebrated Ketrenchment Committee, of which 
the then President hai taken as little notice. He 
protested against the doc'rine as an enormity. 

After some remarks from Mr. ADAMS, 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky controverted the 
charges of Mr. Smirn against Gen. Harrison, and 
thought that gentleman ought now to retract what 
he had said. 

Mr. SMITH recapitulated his former statement 
in relation to Gen. Harrison, and denied that Mr. 
Wuire had disproved a single word. 

Mr. WHITE denied the truth of the charges. 

Mr. SMITH reiterated them. 

Mr. PETRIKIN called Mr. Smita to order; after 
which, the question on the amendment being put, 

Tellers were demanded, and the vote being 
taken, resulted as follows: Ayes 44, noes 65. 

No quorum having voted, the committee rose 
and reported the fact to the House. 

[It was now near 6 o’clock.]} 

Mr. ANDREWS moved a call of the House. 
The vote was taken by tellers, and resulted as fol- 
lows: Ayes 61, noes 73. 

So the House refused to order a call. 

A quorum being now present, the House return- 
ed into committee. 


+ The question recurring on allowing Mr. Smitx 
of Maine to proceed in his remarks, the question 
was taken, and decided in the negative—Ayes 43, 
noes 74, 

No quorum voting — 

The question was again put, and decided in the 
negative: Ayes 50, noes 93. 
s. 
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Mr. SMITH of Maine moved that the com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr. STANLY said the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Pops] was entitled to the floor, having 
yielded it only for explanation. 

Mr. POPE commenced speaking. 

Mr. SMITH made a question of order, claiming 
the floor; but the Cuan persisted io giving it to 
Mr. Pore. 

Mr. ANDREWS replied with some warmth to 
the cries of “question” which were loudly vocife- 
rated. He then adverted to the action of the 
people in choosing their own ‘President, and ani- 
madverted on the course of men who, while 
they continually complimented the people on their 
intelligence, spent days and weeks in discussing 
the Presidential question. 

The gnesiion was then put on the amend- 
mendment (viz, to strike out the appropriation for 
a Charge to Belgium and to Naples) and decided 
in the negative—ayes 26, noes not counted. 

This item for a Minister to Holland was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. JONES, stricken out, it having been 
inserted by mistake. 

The appropriation for outfits for a Minister to 
Russia and Charge to Sardinia was altered from 
$18,000 to $13,500 

Mr. TRIPLETT moved to insert $12,000 for 
agents to look after the tobacco interest in Eu- 
rope. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The appropriations for the Post Office Depart- 
ment having been read— 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky inquired whether the 


| Post Office had an agent in Europe, and what were 
| his duties and compensa'ion? 


Mr. JONES replied that he was sent to collect 
information as to mail facilities; it was believed by 
the Postmaster General that it would be important 
to get this information. His salary was that he 
had before been in receipt of as a clerk in that 


| Office. 


Mr. DAVIS inquired as to the cost of this 


agency ? 


Mr. JONES was not able to reply exactly. The 


| agent received ‘his salary and travelling expenses. 
| There were, unavoidably, many such agents em- 


ployed in this country, to detect depredations on 
the mail, &c. 
The bill having been read throngh— 


Mr. JONES wished a correction in the salary of | 


the Commissioner of Pensions, making it conform 
to law. 

Mr. DAVIS cf Kentucky offered an amendment 
recucinz, pro rata, the salaries of all officers over 


| $1,000, in case the Sab-Treasury biil shall become 


a law, with an excep'ion in reference to the Pre- 
sident, the Judges, and the Commissioner of Pen- 
S1LODS. 

The CHAIR decided the amendment not to be 
in order. 

Mr. DAVIS took an appeal. The amendment 
did not touch the salaries themse!ves, but merely 
the approp.iations in this bill. The amendment 
had been drawn with strict reference to the rules of 
the House. He had consul ed gentlemen long ex- 
perienced in questions of order. 

The CHAIR admitted that he had decided dif- 


| ferently, but the committee had repeatedly reversed 


his decision. 

Mr. DAVIS argued his appeal. 

Mr. WICK said he had two speeches ready— 
one on matters and thing in general, and another 
on economy, the economy of this House, and 
would offer an amendment to that of his friend 
from Kentucky. He wished it to be read for in- 
formation. 

|The amendment offered by Mr. Wick proposed 
to razee the pay of members of Congress twenty- 
five per cent.] 

The CHAIR said the question was on the ap- 

al. 

PeThe question being put, the decision of the 
Crain was sustained—yeas 109, nays 21. 

Mr. JONES moved that the committee rise and 
report the bill and amendments to the House; 
which being carried nem. con. the committee rose 
accordingly and reported the bill. 

Mr. TURNEY meved the previous question, 





Sel: 
which was seconded, and, being put, as follows 
“Shall the main question be now put?” 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas ang 

nays. 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the reading of all the 
| amendments, and some of them were read accord. 
| ingly; when the reading was suspended. 

The previous question was then put, viz: “Sha)| 
the main qrestion be now put?” ; 
Mr. LEWiS WILLIAMS demanded the yeas 


| and nays; which were ordered, and, being taken 
resulted as follows—yeas 110, nays 48: ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, J. W. Allen, Ather 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, 

Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquits, Connor 

Mark A. Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Cranston, Crary, Crocker; 
Cross, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis 
Doan, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Fine, Floyd, Galbrayh 
Gerry, Goggin, Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Hammong. 
Joho Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of Va. Hill ot N.C. 
Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Nathanie/ 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadveuer 
Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Mallery 
Marchand, Medill, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Osborne 
Parish, Pairis, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds 

Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw 

Shepard, A. Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather 

Steenrod, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Francis Thomas 
| Philp F. Thomas, W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tj 
| linghast, Turney, Vroom, D. D. Wagener, Peter J. Wagne 
Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, ang 
Joseph L. Williams—111, 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Bell, Botts, Briggs, Brockway 
Carter, Clark, Corwin, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, Rice 
Garland, Gentry, Giaham, Graves, Green, Wm. 8. Hastings 
Lincoln, Marvin, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Ogle, Palen, Profi 
Randall, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstal!, Sergeant, Simonton, 
|| Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Toland 
|}; Triplet, Warren, John White, Wick, Lewis Willams, ani 
| Christopher H. Williams—s8, 


The main question was then put, in suecession, 
on the several amendments made in Commi. 
tee ef the Whole, and they were all concurred in. 
The question then recurring on ordering the bill to 
| be engrossed for its third reading, the yeas and 
| nays were ordered, and, being taken, resulted— 
| yeas 145, nays 15, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, 
Atherton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, Bell, Black 


John Campbe}). 


Hillen, 


John W. Alien 
: , Blackwell, Botts, 
| Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, A. V. Brown, Burke 
| Calhoun, John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, 
| Chinn, Clark, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, Mark A 
Cooper, William R. Cooper, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, Curtis 
Cushing, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson 
|| Dennis, Dellet, Doan, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine 
Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gentry,Gerry, Graham, Griffin 
!| Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Hammond, Hand, William 8. Has 
|; tings, John Hastings, Hawkins, Henry, Hill of Va. Hil 
|| of N. C, Hillen, Hook, Mopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Nathanie 
| Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetier 
|| Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, 
| Meredith Mallory, Albert G. Marchand, Marvin, Mason, 
| Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Newhard, Os 
borne, Palen, Parish, Parris, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramey, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, E. Rogers, J. Rogers, Rus 


sell, Saltonstall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Simonton, Slade, 


A. Sm th, J. Smith, T. Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Stuart 
Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Taylor, F. Thomas, Phiiij 


Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Peter J 
Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Edward D White, Wick 
Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Christopher H 
Williams—-115. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Carter, Garret Davis, Deberty 


The bill was then read a third time. 


Senate for concurrence. 


the hall, taking up carpets, etc ) 
Mr. DROMGOOLE objected. 
Mr. BRIGGS made an explanation. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE persisted in his objection. 


able him to offer his proposition. 
Some member moved to adjourn. 

being put, the ayes were 66, the noes 78. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


tion, 





but 


The House refused to order them; and the rules 


were suspended—ayes 120, noes 25. 


The resolution offered by Mr. Brigcs was then 
moved, and the previous question thereon was st 


F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplet, 


Edwards, Rice Garland, Gates, Giddings, Graves, Green, 
Ogle, Proffit, Stanly, John White, and Lewis Williams—\6 


ed, put, and carried on the passage of the bill, and 
the bill was passed, and ordered to be sent to the 
Mr. BRIGGS moved a resolution for meeting on 


Monday at 8 o’clock, with a view to then adjourn- 
ing over to Thursday, (to allow of the cleaning of 


Mr. BRIGGS moved to suspend the rules, to en- 


The previous question was then moved, second- 
The question 


The question being then put on suspending 
the rules to enable Mr. Briaes to offer his mo- 


| Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays; 
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: conded, put, and carried; and the main question be- 


ing on i's adoption, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE demanded the yeas and 
nays; but the House refused to order them. The 
resolution was then carried—ayes 107, noes 23. 

The House then adjourned. 





Housk or REPRESENTATIVES, 
May 3, 1840. 

In the Globe of yesterday, in my remarks rela- 
tive to the Bank of North Carolina purchasing the 
gid coined Ly the branch mint at Charlotte, in 
that State, the following sentence occurs: “It was 
g notorious fact, thatin one single day, that bank 
pought up ahalf million of dol ars in specie, and 
yt afloat their worthless paper in its stead.” It 
should have been: ‘‘Mr. M. said it was a notorious 
fact, that the bank did purchase up this gold when 
coined by the mint, with their own paper; but of 
that we the people did not complain—ithey had a 
right to do so. That was a fair business transac- 
tion. But what we the people do complain of is, 
that the bank, after collecting the gold into their 
vaults, turn the keys upon it, lock it up from cir- 


' culation among the honest holders of their notes, 


perhapes the very notes they, the bank, had pur- 


‘chased itwith, and compel the people either to 


sue them, or submit toa shave at some one of 
those shaving shops, and that, too, very often with 
a Magoum Bonum razor, to precure funds that 


_ will answer their purposes, and then falsely charge 


the Van Buren pz.iy with the-e foulacts.” This 


| isthe substance of what I said upon that subject. 
| I speak at times rapidly, and I do not wonder that 
' mistakes like this 


happen. You will please 
correct it, and should I write out my remarks 1 
will place the matter correct before the public. 
Respectfully, yours, 
W. MONTGOMERY. 
Messrs. Brain & Rives. 

Messrs. Buain & Rives: In the pablication last 
evening, of the proceedings of the House, in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, upon the appropriation bill, 
some remarks made by me are erroneously applied 
toan appropriation for the custom-house in New 
York, which were offered in opposition to a motion 
by Mr. ANDRews of Kentucky, to strike out the 
appropriation proposed for the custom-house in 
Bost.N. I shall be obliged by the proper correc- 
tion of this mistake. 

Your obedient servant, 
LEVI LINCOLN, 
Wash.ngton, May 5, 1849. 





Ivy SENATE. 
Monpay, May 4, 1840. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a commu- 
nication from the Governor of Michigan, trans- 
milting a copy of the third annual report of the 
Geologist of that State; which was referred to the 
Joint C. mmittee on the Library. 

The bill from the House making appropriations 
for the civil and dip!omatic expenses of the United 
States for the year 1840, wes road; when 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that he felt it his duty 
to say that the Committee on Finance had held a 


| Meeting this mernizg, and had examined this bill. 


They proposed to make very few amendments, and 
these would be very simple. They would there- 
fore be ready, if it was the pleasure of the Senate, 
to report back the bill in tweniy minus, 

Mr. W. then moved to reier it to the Committee 
on Finance; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DIXON presented a memursial from Burring- 
ton Anthony, Marshal of Rhode Island, praying 
that the proceedings on mesne and final process, 
uader authority of the United States, may be made 
toconform to the laws of the several States re- 
spectively; which, after Mr. CLAYTON had men- 
tioned that the case was provided for in the gene- 
ral bankrupt law now befcre the body, was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. WALL submitted certain amendments 
which he prop: sed to move to the substitute offered 
to the bill for a general bank upt law, when it 
should be taken up for considerauon; which wire 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented ths petition of Heary 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Marsh, which wasreferred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. N. gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Henry 
Marsh. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported the bill making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the United States, for 
the year 1840, with amendments, which were read; 
after which, 

Mr. WRIGHT moved that the bill be taken up 
for consideration now. 

Mr. DAVIS hoped that the bill would not be 
considered to-day. He had not yet had an oppor- 
tunity cf examining it, and he thought that a bill 
embracing such a variety of objects should not be 
acted en without allowing to every Senator an op- 
portunity of giving it a thorough examination. 

Mr. WRiGHT observed that his anxiety to 
get the action of the Senate on this bill would, 
he was sure, be appreciated by the Senator from 
Massachusetts. The bill had only come to them 
to-day, and this wasa very late period of the ses- 
sion for the passage of a bili on which so many 
interests of the country depended. He thought, 
from the disposit:on of the body to adjcurn over, if 
it was not acted on to-day, it would not probably 
be acted on this week. Mr. W. then adverted to 
the urgency for a speedy ac ion on this bill. In 
addition to the vast number of persons employed 
about the seat of Government, and many others 
who had not received any compensation for their 
services since the first of January, the courts of 
justice were now sitiing in several of the States, 
and in the Senator’s own State particularly, and 
they bad no means to pay their jurors, witnesses, 
&c. unl this bill passed. The commitiee had, 
under these circumstanc:s, felt it their duty to 
press its passage with all convenient speed, and 
had therefore made very few and simple amend- 
ments, such as would not coasume time in the 
other branch of Congress. If it was the pleat 
sure of the Senate to take up ihe bill now, it 
would certainly be gratifying to the committee. 

Mr. DAVIS kad no intention to delay the bill 
unnecessarily; but it was buta few minutes since 
this voluminous bill came into the chamber, and 
they were now called on to take it up and acti on 
it without having had time to examine it. This 
was hard'y reasonable, however pressing the emer- 
gency of the Government might be. It was true 
that the bill had undergone a variety of discussion 
in the oher House, but it had not been examined 
here. If the Senator from New York would fix 
on some reasonable day for the consideratiin of 
this bill, he would concur with him in taking it up 
at thattime. But it ought to be looked into to see 
if all the objects are provided for that ought to 
be in ii, anlif any are embraced in it that ought 
not to be there. It was doubtful, too, whether there 
was a quorum present. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he felt it to be his duty to 
persist in his motion. He wouid be perfectly wil- 
ling, if it was the pleasure of the Senate, tolay the 
bill over il to-morrow; but if the object was to 
have it printed with the amendments, by that time, 
itcould not hedene. Ifthe gentleman wished to 
examin. the amendments of the committee, he had 
eniy to go to the CLerx’s table, where he could be- 
come acquainted with them in a jew minutes, as 
there were only thiee of them. He did not appre- 
hend that the amendments would create any dis- 
cussion. He was anxious to facililaie the passage 
of the billso far as the Senate was concerned, and 
make it the law of the land. 

Mr. HUBBARD said tiat this bill was ia almost 
precisely the same words as reported by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means of ihe House, and as 
printed and laid on our tabies a month since. It 
had undergone a long and searching investigaiion 
in the House, and but a few unimportant altera- 
tions had been made, and they principally in the 
reduction of salaries. He hoped the bill wou!d be 
taken up and d sposed of. 

Mr. NORVELL said that the public service 
had been suffering a long time for the want of the 
appropria'ions coutainei in this bill. The news- 
papers showed that after an animated and protract- 
ed debate of some weeks elsewhere upcn the bill, 
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ithad passed, with fifteen or sixteen dissentients 
only. Having been subjected to a very rigid soru- 
tiny by the immediate representatives of the pec- 
ple, he could not perceive any necessity for delay- 
ing its passage in this body. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said he was utterly and con- 
scientiously opposed to doing business without a 
quorum. He wished to ascertain if one was pre- 
sent. 

The CHAIR, on counting, stated that there was 
not a quorum present. 

Some members then coming in, the CHAIR 
announced that there was a quorum present; 
when 

The question was taken on considering the bill 
now; and being decided in the affirmative, it was 
taken up and considered as in committee of the 
whole. 

Mr. WRIGHT explained the objects of the 
amendments. The first amendment was to strike 
out the appropriation of $45,000, for the continua- 
tion of Ciarke and Force’s Documentary History 
of the Revolution. The object of the committee in 
moving to strike out this item was not to iojure the 
publishers of this work, but to bring this matter to 
some definite understanding. It was time, the 
committee thought, for Congress to kaow to what 
extent this expense was to becarried. Besides, 
they thought this appropriation ought not to come 
in the general appropriation bill. The first thing 
that called his atiention to this subject was, there 
having been sent to him some of these books, 
which he refused to receive. His principal object 
was ‘o separate this troublesome subject from the 
general appropriation bill, to which it did not pro- 
perly belong, and to let it rest on its own merits. 
Various efforts had been made by Congress to 
mak? an arrangement with those publishers so as 
to come to some definite un jerstanding with regard 
to the extent of this work; but always without suc- 
cess. Mr. W. wished the Senate to take the ques- 
tion on this amendment first; for if the Senate 
should not think proper to adopt it, the commitiee 
wovld withdraw the other amendments, which were 
not deemed of sufficient importance to delay the 
bill. 

Mr. DAVIS opposed the amendment. He un- 
derstood that there was an existing law of Con- 
gress under which this appropriation was made. 
He considered the work as one of great value, 
and that would hereafter be highly appreciated. 
He presumed that this appropriation was for the 
purpose of paying arrearages now due to the pub- 
lishers, and adverted to the impuriance of fulfilling 
the obligations of aconiract. He did not see any 
patticuiar propriety in separating this object from 
the general appropriation bill, and he thought that 
if there was any thing due on the contract, it 
ought to be provided for in this bill. 

Mr. WRIGHT then entered into a history of 
the contract, and the progress that had been made 
in the work, stating the efforts that had been made 
to put a stop to it, and the refusal of the Senate to 
receive any of the books, 

Mr. HUBBARD said the time had come 
when it was nece:sary for the Senate to re 
sist with firmness this appropriation. He weil 
recollected what had taken place upon this 
very subjec'—and he could not but feel some- 
what surprised at the coarse which had been 
pursued by the.e claimants. The Senate is now 
asked io appropriate foity-five thousand dollars 
to compeusaie Messrs. Clarke and Force for the 
second volume of the Documentary History of the 
American Revolution, recently published by them, 
and for a third volume which is progress and pro- 
bably to be published before the next session of 
Congress. It has been paid on this floor that there 
is subsisting an abiding contract between the Go- 
vernment and these claimants. It has been said 
that that contract was entered into between them 
and the late Secretary of State, Mr. Livingston— 
and that in pursuance of that contract this amount 
of expenditure has arisen—and that Co 
is now bound in honor and in good taith to make 
the appropriation. This, said Mr. H.I deny. Is 
there an abiding, and, for aught we know, a never- 
ending contract? Are these claimants at hberty 
to do what they please—collect such materigis as 
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may suit their convenience-—publish what shall 
best please their taste—and claim what shall best 
promote their interest!—and is all this to be sanc- 
tioned under this pretended contract? Is there no 
supervisory power? Are we to learn from the 
inspection of the publication, for the first time, 
the oharacter of the work? Are we to be told, 
when the volume shall be given to the public, that 
forty-five thousand dollars is gequired to meet 
the expense, and that all this is sanctioned by 
this pretended contract? 


been given to it on former occasions, by members | 


of this Senate. He was now, ashe was at the last 
session, opposed to this appropriation. In his jadg- 
ment, it deserved to have no place in the general 
b.ll of supplies. If the claimants have a subsist- 
ing contract between them and the Government, 
that contract must be based upon the act of 1833 
And what does that act require? 
been delivered agreeably to the express provisions 
of that act? Does the act require the State Depart- 


Have the books | 


ment to estimate the amount of appropriation ne- | 
cessary to meet this expenditure? The act confers | 


no such authority. Why is there not evidence 


here that the work has been examined and ap- | 
proved, and found to be in strict accordance with this 


alleged contract? He was aware that this appro- 
priation had been proposed in the House as an 
amendment to the bill, by a member of the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means, and he believed that | 


it was done in pursuance of a decision of that 
committee. And can it be possible, if there was a 
subsisting, legal, binding contract, between the Go 
vernment andthe claimants, and that the sum of 
torty-five thousand dollars would be recessary at 
this time for the partial, but faithful, execution of 


have been so advised, by those charged with the 
execution of the laws? 

There is something wrong inthis matter. There 
iS at least some misconceptions, some misgivings, 
in relation to this subject. The claimants cannot 
be ignorant of the feeling and sentiment of the Se- 
nate, It has been repeatedly discussed, and the 
v ewes ond the votes of the Senate have been as re- 


If this be so, well indeed || 
does that contract deserve the character which has || 





wpon the Secretary of State. 
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He had also fre- 
quently examined the contract entered into be- 
tween Mr. Livingston and these claimants, under 
date of the 19th of March, 1833. The act of Con- 
gress is correctly recited in that contract, and the 
contracting parties, in pursuance of the terms of 
the contract, had agreed that “‘ the work” should be 
printed in folio, and they had fixed the rate of com- 
pensation at one cent and seven-tenths of a cent 
per pege for each and every page of said work. 
But the material matter is, that there was no au- 
thority given to have any particular number of 
volumes priated, nor that each volame should con- 
tain any given number of pages. No such authority 
was conferred by the act upon the Secretary of 
State. In truth, the terms of that act clearly satis- 
fy his mind that the extent ot ‘ the work” to be 





|| published must have been known at the time the 


contract was made. It is true that the contract 
cqntained a clause purporting to give authority to 
Clarke and Force ‘ to prepare and publish fifteen 
hundred copies of said Documentary History of the Re- 
volution,” ‘ according to the plan laid down in this 
memorial, and presented to Congress, upon which 
the act,” as is alleged, was passed. He contended 
that this stipulation was unauthorized by the act 
itself. And it may be well to go a little further in- 
to this affair. By the terms of the act, the volumes 


| were to be distributed in the same manner as was 
| provided for the distribution of the American State 


peatediy made known; and before the claimants | 
should have asked a forther appropriation under | 


this alleged contract, they were, in eqaity, called 
upon to ask of Congress an investigation into this 
whole business, and not to attempt to force the ap- 
propriation through, against the known and delibe- 
rate sense of the Senate. He would not be vawil- 
Jing to render to them justice; but he should like to 
see them ready, On their part, to render justice. He 
had frequently examined the act of March 2, 
1833, making provision for the Documentary 
History of the American Revolution. It was a 
anost extraordinary act of legislation. By the terms 
of the act, it is trae that the Secretary of State is 
authorized to contract with Matthew St. 
Clarke and Peter Force, for the publication “of a 
work,” entitled “The Documentary History of the 
American Revolution.” It seemed to him, from 
the perusal of this act, that “the work” had pre- 
viously been completed, and of course must have 
been submitted to the examination of the Secretary 
of State. The work, according to his version of the 


Papers by the joint resolution of the 10th of July, 
1832: He had examined that resolution; and ac- 


| cording to its terms, the Secretary of the Senate 


and the Clerk of the House of Representatives are 
directed to distribute the compilation of documenis 
directed to be published by ‘‘ An act making pro- 


_ visions for a subscription to a compilation of Con- 


the terms of this contract, that Congress would not || gressional documents.” 


It will be found that that 
act was passed March 2, 1831, and gave authority 


| to the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 


subscribe for seven hundred and fifiy copies only. 
The joint resolution already refered to provided 
for the distribution of that number of copies, and 
of that number only. By that very resolution, 


| after disposing of nearly two hundred copies to the 


Clair | 


law, was to be printed in octavo or folio, as may | 


be agreed upon. The expense of printing the work 
was fixed and determined, and the disposition of the 
work was to be made in the manner provided by 
the joint resolution of the 10th of July, 1832, for 
the distribution of the American State Papers. 
These are the material provisions of the act of 


Congress, under which this contract was entered | 


into between Mr. Livingston and the claimants. 
Can any other view be taken of it than the one 
taken by himself? 


gress, by that act, conferred upon the Se- 
eretary of State the power to make such 
a contract as would enable the claimants 


to publish what they pleased, and call it “A 
Documentary History of the Revolution?” Is it 
possible that Congress, by that act, gave to the Se- 
cretary the power to contract with these claimants 
10 publish ‘‘ the work” when they pleased? He 
nuterly denied that such was a fair exposition of 
the power conferred by the act of March, 1833, 


Is it possible that Con- | 


| 
| 
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Executive branch of the Government, and to the 
public library, it directs one copy to be given to 
each member of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 2ist and the 22d Congress. 

The act of March, 1:33, direc's the same distri- 
bution; but the contract entered into, as is alleged, 
under that act, provides for the publication of fif- 
teen hundred copi's of each volume. In his jadg- 
ment, this contract was, in this respect, an entire 


| depar'ure from the terms of the act of Congress. 


In the session of 1834, the attention of Congress 
was called to this matier. It will be found that, in 
the general appropriation bill of that year, the fol- 
lowing provision was inserted: 

“For the Documentary History of the Revolu- 
tion, per act of March 2, 1833, twenty thousard 
dollars; and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of 
State to examine the contract entered into by Ed- 
ward Livingston, late Secretary ef that Depart- 


| ment, with Matthew St. Clair Clarke and Peter 


Force, for the collection and publication of the Do- 
cumentary History of the American Revolution, 
and make a special report thereon at the next ses- 
sion of Congress, setting forth the nature and cha- 


| racterof the materials of which the work is to be 


composed, and the progress made in the work; the 
number of volumes which will be required to com- 
plete it; and an estimate of the money which may 
be necessary to appropriate for the fulfilment of 
the contract.” 


The present Secretary of State made a report to 
Congress, and that report is to be found among the 
Executive documents of the second session of the 
Twenty-third Cong:ess. He trusted that the Senate 
would well examine that report, and all subse- 
quent proceedings, before they gave their assent to 
an appropriation of another dollar for the execu- 
tion of that alleged contract. It so happened that 
this first appropriation was carried tothe surplus 
fund, and that, in the appropriation bill of 1838, the 
same sum was reappropriated. But it is, he trust- 
ed, within the recollection of every Senator, that 
cenain proceediogs teok place, in 1836, in the 








House of Representatives, with a view to 
sion of this contract. 

There was another piece of history in relation to 
this matter, to which he must advert. At the y. 
last session ef Congress, and almost at the Jac 
hour of the session, an appropriation was inserie 
to complete the payment for the first volume, which 
had been published, and which provided that th. 
volumes should be distributed, not in strict ac. 
cordance with the joint resolution of July, 1839 
but also to each member of the House of Repre. 
sentatives of the Twenty-third, Twenty-fourth, ana 
Twenty-fifth Congresses. Here, then, is a recep; 
instance of legislation of voting beoks, withoy 
the sancticn of pre-existing law, directly into the 
hands of members themselves passing the vote. 
He desired to make no comment apon this matter. 
The fact was before the American people, and he 
trusted they would not fail to express their opinion 
upon such acts of their public servants. He wel} 
recollected how all this took place. This appro- 
priation was inserted in the general bill of sup- 
plies. The House were kind enough to make a 
tender to the Senators of the books. The Senate 
amended the bill by striking out the appropriation, 
The House disagreed to the amendment. The Se. 
nate insisted. A committee of conference was the 
result; and that committee agreed On a report; and 
he was satisfied that that report was accepted by 
the Senate to save the bill. It was as follows: — 

“For the balance due on account of the first yo- 
lume of the Documentary History of the United 
States, five thousand six hundred and two dollars: 
and the Secretary of State is hereby authorized to 
deliver to the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, three hundred and sixty-eight copies of said 
work to be distributed to each of the members of 
the House of Representatives of the Twenty-third, 
Twenty-fourth, and Twenty-fifth Congresses, who 
are not entitled to receive the same under former 
resolutions of acts of Congress.” 

These tacts must have all been familiar to the 
claimants. It is in the power of Congress to re- 
fuse the appropriation. This they ought to do, it, 
in their judgment, the contract was entered into by 
inadvertence, or by mistake; or if there has been 
any proceeding not warranted by the act itself, 
then it will be time for Congress to hear the me- 
morialists and to make indemnity. But, for one, 
he was prepared to say that he should most re- 
luctantly give his vote now for the bill, if it con- 
tained such an appropriation. He would not say 
that he should vote against it; bat he hoped that 
the House would concur with .the Senate in their 
proposed amendment, and that some proceeding 
should at once be introduced for the purpose ol 
settling and adjusting this controversy. 

Mr. BENTON sa:d this was a continuation of 
the bookmaking business by Congress, which had 
grown up within the Jast eight or ten years. This was 
one branch, and the most important; the ethers, more 
insignificant, had been stopped; but this, the most 
enormous and flagrant, was continued by its own 
momentum. He had heretofore classed this as 
one of the greatest frauds ever perpetrated on our 
Government. Taken in every way, the man- 
ner in which it was got through without the know- 
ledge of the most attentive members—he meant 
others still more than himself—the enormity of the 
sum involved—the vast bulk and little worth of the 
work—and the distribution of itto the memvers 
that voted for it—and it was truly an abominable 
abuse. None of us knew thatsuch a work was 
authorized by us. It passed in 1833, and it 
was nearly a year afterwards before we discovered 
what we had done. He (Mr.B ) found it out from 
Mr. Mangum, of North Carolina, at the next ses- 
sion, who was a member of a committee who dis- 
covered what had been done; and then, for the first 
time, it was found out that an act had been passed 
by which upwards of half a million of dollars 
at the least, and possibly a mi'lion and a half, was 
to be given to an officer of the House of Represen- 
tatives (M. St. C. Clarke, the Clerk of the House) 
and his partner, for printing a work to be given to 
those who voted that officer and his partner the 
money! As soon as found ont, the abuse was re- 
sisted by some members, and has been resisied for 
seven years, but without effect; for while a majorily 
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condemn and denounce it, yet they are placed under 
duress, and compelled to vote for the money and 
the distribution, by putting them in the appropria- 
tion biils for the sapport of the Government, and 
then making it a question to lose the whole bill and 
stop the Government, or let the distribution go on. 
He, for one, would vote against it, and let the Go- 
yernment stop, if that should be the consequence, 
and let the people see who it was that would break 
up the Government before they would cease voting 
books !o themselves! Even if the vote of the books 
was right in itself, it would be wrong to be put into 
an appropriation bill; and he would not be coerced 
by finding it there. But the whole practice was 
wrong in itself, and was becoming an enormous 
abuse—enormous for the amount of money—enor- 
mous for the principle—enormous for the frightful 
progress which it made—enormous for the conse- 
quences it might lead to. Every session we have 
had jobs and distributions. A multitude of works 
have been printed and distributed. They multi- 
ply every session. We voie the money to the 
jobber—the jobber gives the books to us, and 
many of us sell the books instanter. Twenty thou- 
sand—forty thousand—sixty thousand dollars— 
are a common vole, and done with a rapidity which 
defies all description, and in a way to escape the 
notice of the most attentive members. But this is 
a case, not of twenty—or forty—or sixty theusand 
dollars, but of one or two millions! It is absolutely 
acase of millions, and may be as many as the job- 
bers choose to make it. It is without limits or 
boundaries; it is to print whatever the jobbers 
choose to print—for there is no earthly control 
over them—under the name of Documentary His- 
tory of the Revolution. Already they inform us 
that the private and public libraries of America and 
Europe are to be explored to find either manuscript 
or printed matter to be published, and they are at 
liberty to publish all that they can find. ‘The first 
computation supposed it might amountto a million 
and a halfof dollars; then the undertakers, whea 
the enormity of that sum startled every body, pro- 
posed to put a limit on themselves by limiting the 
number of volames. They proposed to limit the 
volumes to twenty, and left the number of pages 
unlimited, though estimated for at 800 pages. The 
pay was by the page—so much the page—and at 
this rate it would come to $20,400 a velume; and 
twenty volumes would make $408,000. This 
seemed to impose a limit, bat it was all an illusion! 
The number of pages, were unlimited, and ins'ead of 
800, the first volume—the only one printed—con- 
tains above 1,000 pages! and instead of $20,400, 
the estimated, the actual price is $26,000! and by 
doubling the pages, the next one may be $52,000. 
This bill is to pay a balance, a balance due for the 
first volume; and this balance is $5,600! the esti- 
mated price of $20,400 having been previously 
paid. Atthis rate the twenty volumes will cost 
$520,000; but there is novhing to limit it to that 
amount; the publishers can print what they please, 
as many vo'umes as they please, and as many 
pages as they please in each voiume; and being 
paid by the page, the bulk of the work, and the 
amount of the price, is absolutely without limit! 
It is also without limit as to time! It may last for 
centuries, and through generations; and the fami- 
lies of Mr. Clarke and Mr. Force may be pen- 
sioned on the Federal Government through succes- 
sive ages. It is a personal contract with Messrs. 
Clarke and Force; it will descend to their repre- 
sentatives; it has taken six years to make one 
volume; and twenty volumes, even if limited to 
that, would require, at the same rate, one hundred 
and twenty years to complete the work. So slow is 
the forthcoming work, that we have been told on 
this floor—told by Mr. Kine of Georgia, who 
began the good work of opposing this business— 
that he was well informed that a member had sold 
his interest in the whole Documentary History, 
for which we pay a million or so, for ten dollars in 
hand. 

Mr. B. then took the ground that the whole con- 
tract oughtto beset aside, for iraud: first, m the 
manner of getting i! through Congress in a way to 
prevent all knowledge of the magnitude of the 
work, and that by an officer of the House; next, 
for want of moral or constitutional power in the 
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Congress to vote themselves such presents; third, 
for the manner in which the price was fixed, and 
fixed nearly twice too much—as he proved, by read- 
ing answers to inquiries from the most eminent 
booksellers of Philadelphia and other cities, ad- 
dressed to them by a committee of the House of 
Representatives after the discovery of the extent of 
the job given to Messrs. Clarke and Force. He 
read fiom the report to show that Messrs. Clarke 
and Force virtually fixed the price themselves by 
putting it into the face of the law, that they were 
to have at the same rate that Messrs. Blair and 
Rives were paid for a certain work, the price of 
which was fixed by Mr. Force, who was selected 
by Mr. Clarke and Mr. Lowry for that purpose; 
Clarke and Force’s bill depending in Congress, 
while Mr. Force, as a referee, was fixing the price 
of work which was to govern his own. 

Mr. B. finished with declaring that this book 
printing and book distributing business had become 
an enormous abuse; that the attention of the coun- 
try oughtto be roused up to it; and if the bill 
for the support of the Government was lost, it 
would rouse the country, and, in the end, save 
millions. He had been resisting this business for 
several years without any effect; but he should go 
On Opposing it, opposing all these jobs, great and 
small. He had to encounter friends and foes, and 
to draw on himself censure and opposition. He 
regretied this, but he could not help it. Tne abuse 
must be stopped, and he had taken a fixed and in- 
exorable resolution to try and stop it. He had put 


on his iron nerves, and should yield to neither | 
As for the remark that we may | 


friends nor foes, 
hazard the loss of the bill by striking out this ap- 
propriation, he cons dered it idle. Show me the 


man, said Mr. B. who is willing to stop this Go- | 
verpment for the purpose of protecting this abomi- | 
nable fraud—for the purpose of voting to them- | 
selves books to b* paid for by the people. We had | 
been scared at trifles: it would not be altempted— | 
it dared not be done; but he was ready to put his | 
name opposite to that of any man who was willing | 


to do it. 


The question was then taken, and the amend- | 


ment was agreed to—yeas 20, nays 8, as follows: 
YEAS—-Messrs. Allen, Anderson, 
Brown, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Hubbard, King, Lump- 


kin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, | 


Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wal!, Williams, and 
Wright—20 

NAYS—Meesrs. Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Knight, 
Prentiss, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, and Tuil- 
madcge—8. 

The other amendments were agreed to, ordered 
to be engrossed, and the bill ordered to a third 
reading. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the resolution for 
printing the laws relating to naturalization was ta- 
ken up, considered, and agreed to. 


M. NORVELL observed that the Senate wasat | 


this time very thin, and would not probably be as 
fajl as usual this week. 


call up for consideration the resolution which he 
had submitted two or three days ago in relation to 
the imprisonment of William Lyon Mackenzie. 


Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, | 
introduced a bi!l making further provision to pre- | 
vent the abuse cf the fl g of the United States, and | 
the use of unauthorized papers in the foreign | 


slave trade, and for other purposes. 


Mr. D. alladed to the necessity that existed for | 
an early action on the bill, and gave notice that he | 


would call call it up on to-morrow week. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the report submit- 
ted by him from the Committee on Commerce in 
the case of Wm. Jones, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, and with the 
unanimous consent of the Senate, the bill making 
appropriations for tne civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year 1840, was then or- 
dered to be read a third time. 

A motion being made that the bi!l should be 
read a third time by i's title, and no objection being 
made, it was done accordingly. 

The yeas and nays on the passage of the bill be- 


— 


Jenton, | 


He desired, therefore, to | 
give notice, as the subject was an important one, | 
that he should, with the permission of the Senate, | 
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ing ordered, the vote was taken and resulted as fol- 
laws: 

YEAS—-Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthbert, 
Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Robinson, Sevier, Smith 
of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Wall, 
Williams, and Wright—25., 

No quorum having yoted, the CHAIR. an- 
nounced the fact to the Senate. 

Mr. SEVIER said there were a number of Sena- 
tors present who bad not voted; and he moved that 
the rules of the Senate, which required Senators 
who were present to vote, should be enforced, The 
Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. Knianr] had not 
voted, 

Mr. KNIGHT said he knew nothing of the con- 
tents ot the bill on which he was called to vote. 
It had not been read to the Senate, and he had not 
heard a word of it. 

Mr. SEVIER said the question had been dis- 
tinctly pat to the Senate, whether the bill should be 
read by its title, and no Senator had objected w 
that course being taken. The Senator, therefore, 
by his silence, had given hs consent. It was, how- 
ever, in his power to make himself acquainted with 
the conten’s of the bill, by calling for the reading 
of it at any time. 

The bill was then read, and the names of Messrs. 
KNIGHT and DIXON being called, they voted 
in the affirmative, and the bill was accordingly 
passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Beaten, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthbert, 
Dixon, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lumpkin, Mout.n, 
Nicholas, Norvell, P.erce, Prentiss, Robinsoa, Se- 
vier, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
Tappan, Wall, Williams, and Woght—27. 

NAYS—None. 

Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following joint 
resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That a jointcommi tee be appointed for the 
parpose of ascertaining and examining ioto the 
facts having relation to tse claim of Messrs. Clarke 
and Force for compiling and pablishing two vo- 
lames of the Documentary History of the Revolu- 
tion of the United States, under a con'ract (as they 
allege) entered into between them and Edward Li- 
vingston, late Secretary of State, with a view of 
putting an end to the further publcation of said 
work at the expense of the United States; and that 
said commitied be instrucied to asceriain from said 
Clarke and Force, and from other sources, what 
sums shall be paid to indemnify them for what they 
have already published, under the alleged contract, 
and what furiber sum shou!d be paid to them for 
anv actaal expense incurred in collecting materials, 
uadersad alleged contract; and that said commit- 
tee be authorized to send for persons and papers, 
and that they report the facts and the gross amount 
to both Houses of Congress with as little delay as 
practicable. 

Mr. TAPPAN move to amend the resolution, 
by adding the words, “if any thing should be foand 
legatly due.” 

Mr. KING hoped that his friend from Ohio 
would not press his amendment. He, as every 
Senator was aware, was utterly opposed to this 
contract from the beginning; he had refused to re- 
ceive the volumes which had been sent to him; but 
he was willing to give the gentlemen concerned 
in it, not only what they had actually paid | 
out, bat to give them a fair compensation for 
coilecting information in relation to the Revolu- 
tionary history of the country from Europe aed 
elsewhere. He hoped the resolution would take 
the widest range, and that a liberal compensa- 
tion would be made to the publishers for any ex- 
pense or labor they had already incurred. He 
should vote for the resolution in its present shape, 
but he very much donbted if it would do any 
good if the opinion was expressed that there was 
ne legal obligation on Congress to make any fur- 
ther payments. 

Mr. TAPPAN said if there was no legal obliga- 
tion on Congress, he should not vote for payin 
any thing. The work commenced ina fraud, 
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was carried on by men legislating to get themselves 
libraries out of the public Treasury. This wasa 
fraud on the Treasury, and these publishers knew it 
at the time the act was passed, as well as he did. 
They knew that the Constitution gave members of 
Congress no right to supply themselves with books 
at the public expense, and, therefore, in carrying 
on this work, they did it with their eyes open, at 
tneir own risk. If there was any thing due these 
men in point of law, he was willing to pay for i'; 
but he could not agree to the principle advanced 
by his friend from Alabama, that they were bound 
to pay, because there had been a combination to 
cheat the Governmen?. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that he was as 
anxious to get clear of this contract as any other 
man; but atthe same time he was anxious that 
Congress should get clear of it by doing what he 
conceived to be justice and equity on their part. 
Now, it could not be denied, because the recorded 
evidence was before them, that this contract was 
entered into with these individuals under an ex- 
press act of Congress; and it was too late now for 
them to say, with the honorable Senator from 
Ohio, that the Congress of the United States had 
no right to pass such a law, He should not enter 
into the constitotional question, but it certainly 
would not be fair, after the expense had been ac- 
tually incurred by these individuals under the con- 
tract, to refuse payment upon the plea, whether 
well or ili founded, that we liad no mght to autho- 
rize the Secretary of Staie to make sucha contract. 
In this case he had no doubt that Mr. Livingston 
altogether misapprehended the extent of the obli- 
gation he was incurring, and indeed he presumed 
thatno member of Congress, at the time, had any 
idea that the contract would ever involve any 
thing like the amount of expense that they now 
«aw itwould. Nevertheless, they had got them- 
selves into the difficulty, and how they were to g°t 
out of it wasthe question? By raising a legal 
question? No; but by pursuing the course that 
had been pointed out by the Senator from New 
Hampshire aud the Senator from Alabama. 

Let us (continued Mr. B.) pay them fair!y—let 
us give them a just indemnity fcr the expenses 
they have incurred and the labor they have per- 
formed. He would no} go to the extent of 
the profits they might inazined themselves en- 
titled to, buthe was for giving them a fair and 
even liberal indemnity For his own part be had 
felt rather inclined, as they would eventually be 
bound to pay for the two volumes already publish- 
ed and the cone now in progress, to let the appro- 
priation pass as it stood ia the bill, if such had 
been the pleasure of the Senate. ‘The work bad 
been done under a law which is still in existence, 
ant it would be in vain for them to say that Con- 
gress had no right to pass the law. Mr, B. con- 
cluded by saying that he was for paying for what 
had been done and getting rid of the contract. 

Mr. SEVIER would prefer that the resolution 
should be amended so as to make it a reso'ution 
of the Senate simply; and then there would bea 
chance of doing something in the premises; but 
even if passed here in ws present shape, there 
would be but little probability of its being acted on 
by the House. 

Mr. HUBBARD said, then the responsiblity 
would rest with that body, but the joint action of 
the two Houses was necessary to do any thirg effi- 
cient on this subject. 

After some turiher remarks from Messrs. TAP- 
PAN, SEVIER, and PRENTISS, 

The resolution was read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BROWN, the Senate went 
into the consideration of Executive business, and 
then 

Adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuourspay, May 7, 1840. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the memorial of a 
namber of citizens of the State of Rhode Island, 
praying the passage of a bankrupt law; which was 
ordered to lie oa the table. 

On motion by Mr. DIXON, it was ordered that 
the memorial of Burringion Anthony, presented 
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on the 4th instant, be referred to the Commitiee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial of the 
corporation of Alexandria, praying an amendment 
to the charter of that town; [that the Mayor there- 
of be elected by the people;] which was referred 
to the Committee on the Dis:rict of Columbia. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred 

The petition of Richard Harris, and 

The petition of Jonathan Nye, asked to be dis- 
charged from their further consideration; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. H., also, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the House bill tor the relief of 
R. K. Call, reported in favor of its indefinite post- 
ponement. The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of Preston Starrett, re- 
ported a bill for his relief; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading, and the report was or- 
dered to be printed. 

The CHAIR submitted a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, in compliance in part 
with a resolution of the Senate in relation to the 
bonds issued by the Territory of Florida; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


EXPENSES OF THE GOVERNMENT. 


Also, a report from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate of 
the 24th Apnil, which was as follows: 


Treasury DePaRTMENT, 
May 4, 1840. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit this report, in 
compliance with the following resolution, passed 
by the Senate on the 24h ult: 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
report to the Senate the aggregate amount of all 
expcnditrres or payments of every kind from the 
‘Treasury in each year, from 1824 to 1839 inclu- 
sive, in one column, and in another column for 
each year the aggregate amount, independent of 
the payments on account of the public debt, 
whether funded or unfunded, and in a third co- 
lum, the aggregate amount for permanent and 
ordinaTy purposes, excluding payments on ac- 
count of objec's eithe r extraordinary or temporary; 
such as the public debt, trust fanes and indemni- 
lies, claims of States for war deb's or 3 per cen's 
on lands sold, occasional donations in money to ub- 
jects in the District of Columbia or otherwise, sur- 
vey of the coast, taking the census, duties refund- 
ed, the Exploring expeJition, and materials col- 
lected for the gradual improvement of the navy, 
durable public buildings of all kinds, bridges and 
fortifications, all roads, canals, breakwaters, and 
improvements iu rivers and harbors, a:ming mili- 
tiaand forts, all pensions except those to invalids, 
and the purchases of title to Jands from Indians, the 
removal of Indians, and their wars, with such 
other payments as may have been made in those 
years for property lost or injuries committed dur- 
ing any hostilities.” 

The resolution was on the same day referred to 
the Rezister of the Treasury, with instructions to 
prepare a tabular statement, containing the infor- 
n.a'‘ion desired in three separate columns. It is 
hereio annexed, marked A. 

He was requested, also, to prepare another state- 
ment, showing the specific sum which had been 
deducted each year on account of each item men- 
tioned in the resolution as either extraordinary or 
temporary. 

Believing that this would be h'ghly useful, as 
showing the details on which the general! results in 
the third column of the first statemeat rest, and as 
embracing many statistical facts, possessing ia 
themselves much ioterest,I have annexed it, mark- 
ed B. 

Unless some accidental omission or other error 
has occurred, these two statements will present all 
the information desired by the resolution. 

With high respect, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
To Hon. Rick. M. Jounson, 
Vice President of the United Sta’es, and 
President of the Senate, 
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A. 


! 
| STATEMENT of expenditures of the United Stat 

the year 1824 to the year 1839, yee egresats’ 1 
resolution of the Senate of the 24th of April, \840. , 


Aggregate amount ate amount|Aggr ‘amo 
of ail expendi- -—— of| for pe 


tures, or pay-| the payments on) andordinary pur. 
ments ef every) account of the! poses, excluding 
kind, from the] public debt, whe-| payments on ac. 
Treasury. ther funded or} count of Objects 
unfunded. either extraordj. 
nary or tempora 

ry.” 


























1824 | $31,998,538 47 | $15,330,144 71 $7,107,892 05 
1825 | 23,685,804 72 11,490.459 94 6,537,671 27 
182A | 24,103,398 46 13,062,316 27 | 7,058,872 12 
1827 | 22,656,764 04 12,653,095 65 | 7,427,178 78 
1828 | 25.459. 479 62 13,296,041 45 7,788,394 96 
1829 | 25,044,358 40 12,660,460 62 7,503 204 46 
1830 | 24.585 281 55 13,229,533 33. | = 7,624,827 56 
1831 | 30,038,446 12 13,564,067 90 7,679 412 66 
1832 | 34,356,698 06 16,516,388 77 8,562,650 49 
1833 | 24,257,298 49 22.713,755 1] 8,827,095 77 
1834 | 24,601,982 44 18,425,417 26 9,667,797 97 
1835 | 17,573,141 56 17,514,950 28 9,157,490 2 
1836 | 30,868,164 04 300.868. 164 04 11,688,987 18 
1837 | 37,265,037 15 37,243,214 24 13,098,321 s3 
1838 | 39.455,438 35 33,649,718 08 13,837,594 44 
1839 | 37,129,396 $0 25,982,797 75 13,525,800 18 





“Such as the public debt, trust funds, indenmnities, claims of 
States for war debts, or three per cents on lands sold, occasional 
donations in money to objectsin the District of Celumbia, or 
otherwise, survey of the coast, taking the census, cuties re 
funded, Explo.ing Expedition, and materials collected for the 
gradual improvement of the navy, including improvements ai 
navy yards, durable public buildings ofall kinds, bridges and 
fortifications, all roads, canals, breakwaters, and improvements 
in rivers and harbors, arming militia and forts, all pensions, ex. 
cept those to invalids, and the purchases of title to lands from 
Indians, (Indian oo earigeens the removal of Indians and the 
wars, with such other payments as may have been made in 
those years for pr perty lost, or injuries committed during any 
hostilities. None of these years or columns include any thing on 
account of the Post Office Department 

The expenditures of 1839 are subject to variation, on the 
settlement ofthe Treasurer's accounts for that year, which have 


not yet reached this office, 

T. L. SMITH, Register 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Regisier’s Office, May 4, 1840 


B. 


STATEMENT of payments on account of objects either 
extraordinary or temporary, including the public det, 
from 1824 to 1839 





| 



































“Pw > RES BMoswVoRsoss = 
SpOSSSHsaregeEaeXxeeSseeraar §& 
SIS2Ss SRP SSsSstemzeasoeses f& 
SSO SSH SSP aS STORE EZS Bo FRBSOS G6 
Se SR BERS Owe sk kcee o 
be -_— == = - ap > = o.-r 
ee SC SESS SUSAR SS EON MSA SF 

® mn SS aSomse ae Y = 
cat oP SP ESP SM2 Fas 2 ee” 
SefStese"SHesetasss se 
@SsatnP ae aPSSRaezseoks 
CS8e% 38 SG Rosse EBSIS~ 
= se = oc = as 
Peas ou SchBacus:  *eR es: 
eet eBSsSSesSgss =o5% 
at=Sssasgsesa 566 
REEEGgezesg22 6 ES5S 
-~egscn®o,28., oi mn. 
Saba £2 ° Sh09 Sole 
Soe Oo i ee a eo 
em - 45> as ETE “oO 6 
S pp = Ss == < 
ES5<d55-3-. 588. .86. ; 
& SPs 2 iz 
<< se £5 B .. of 
of3 && os Fes 5 
322 & 2 ao op 
ss > A =< a2 &s 
= <. 4. Re id 
Bae 2 B <3 wT 
= @ a, 
Soe = 2 ° 
CFE 6§ = 3 Ss 
= = = 
sea & ro] 2° 
SES sy: eslce. Boars eee ais ' 
ae ad if _: o 
est -s - S = 
sss ; ? © 
5 - a 
| a ~~ ~_- : 3 
ate 8 <. an = °* . 
Rss & c 5 
2 =. a ~ 3 
eas 5 s 
nom 2 = 
& 2 5 < » 
Ra cee & Mas eo hiie eee ‘ : 
| 
a i 
2 | os > |= 
> a a 2. ieotlly ms ray 
ae £85q & me S 1 RIS 
i & , sr S23 .,,", Bak, 12/8 
te | 3 R2ank S8E g eyee' | Ble 
1S & AEA Ize a see & 
. +) t > & + ons Sn vr | 
12 S— tS E3s ©. S23 a 
e 
2 le | 
a _ % 
wile ne aes —& % - 
RiS SESS S55 ~, R2RB | BB 
~; ~~ $f 4 ~ ~ 
~ a mm to 23 <p <2? : 9° , | e 
>| - —sy = 3 S 
lo Sse5 =Sh a = 
| @ af ip > Daw | -3| 
Sif S838 88S $$ S892 ial 
D 
® - |Z 
a = A — 
~ 43 y= 2 ~—I— > _ — S a 
5 * a~ *> e y 
)S Skee Ble ,,,-, RSkotl = & 
2/8 ‘Beez BBR ig eRe! Bl 
>| & S285 SAX SS | 
- D % st oe ~ _ 
=! 8 BREZz RL= & SAtealss 
z| 
2 | Ss 
or e = 
32 N a = _ - = 
Ying 8 & &§ n— oe 5 
| pers 825 iy. BSES8 |] § 
slg S8eeg Bea |''S Sesge/ 8): 
3 = 
=| § 38223 88s = S8322 
g a= a 
& Beez5 2 G Ss2es 


& Box SH g seas] g 
4 





enoeu, 


em feprodina 16 APeUTpPIOVIIAS UB JO BUTI 


erie neniaecnemeet aidan me 


112 SOL’ WoNs 


' 





‘tRT'OS 


ice ecatoen’e1% (Se 8ELES6'LE 1H GEO 


law 2¢n'se roe 


cenilllilaii 








ns of 
lonal 
a, or 
Ss Te 
r the 
LS aL 
) and 
nents 
a, ex- 
from 
1 the 
le in 
any 
1g On 


1 the 
have 


er 


ther 


debt, 


| 


“GSAT 


| 


“LER1 





| 


= 
> 
§ 
= 
é 
a 





| 






































| 
























































a“—_— 2A 5 oe) oe = ~~ 
pfeieactissfieesiiaeii 
Ss Se Tse. Sessa = 
GSFSSreaPRe eso Ss se e833" 5 
Bees ese Bsr estas SESes 
3.¢ See Sg -oS5 Bose 
ggr28i528 coca deseo kses g 
3 SASZESRZ ERE Sess * = 
estes oo rece=Paegseess 
“BQ8S08S 2.5 eaGeSSES 8 
eBasse cs - e —-~2o® 
azee ge Sc3kS ZBReo-SS, 
eseeSt"ORst<eas g3>7 
AZG Segescs 85 
Soe pe ese seSa7* S822 
peeke reese eac ese 
ees 8 Ee ;BSsB.. 
esse.° 322556 erze : 
SRetrS B- “Som Bos 
eiase ze = 3 <> & 
5esfss s #52 o 
4e3Rs'a%,. cE: .8¢ 
Sze" BS 8. ES $5 
& s & wwe c. 
g2g g* ~s €85 38 
Se--sa:::+$': ES: 2 
533 5 oe ~'S co 
bee & S eo “ 
“gS & 8 3 rs 
eee ety gee 
foc ct 5 ° 2 
683 s r = © 
5 < Ss . 
é 3s te s° fs, ‘ git 
"§3 g ® 5 
< - s c 
© ~ = 
Rina ss sae eee 
| Ts “cham 
g _ Ee 
al - | BERR ORS = el S| 
g.5 nBRES SRE p28 123: BBwES! BB 
E\e Saks BEE 2 ZSSE5| ¥) 
sis axees ese & egzaslsl 
<| 
S ARES wg we #|® 
a) SehS2 BSE See | 2] ig 
R/§ S588 Ses 2 SSeS] s 
si2 S@3888 Seg S$ SaRye 31 
& | 
@ | . % 
=| on ieReD wtow SD -- \=| - 
3/8 ERSES B85 S 88= Sle 
& Whose —a2 Ss =a wi] @ 
JS BSS S&S Sf BSB El 
@ | 
2 me | ¢ 
el esextwep ation © ec Ot. 
is Sears ss= 8, Sak & 2 
BIR SSSFS SE fF SFB8E1 5! 
#\s SSHBe BR = Reseslwl_ 
lst 
S|. ae aH 
elgg BMSEXLyermR BRB weaeten 212i = 
Bi5 SRRZS BSF BSR PELE) |Z 
a|@ WRaee SRR seseeare! s| © 
#| 8 ES22R E82 SRSESa53) 8 
#18 828228 2535 2SSG2ERBL 81 
: | 
- eS 
3 _—— oe — —_— 
el Beees gezy 3 ~eeeuae! Sl gz 
Sl\x SRS Ses = BEnSSek) }| GF 
| Pens wo MHMNSe MwA. | ol & 
|S gB2S ZEB SSSSQ235%) =f) 
e|2 GAYS Bay szseseesezesl vl 
e ef 
@ Co oa 
als SEENS Bee = Si OE 
S|83 SxNése S5p 15, SRERIRS| S| B 
Q —_ MR — & “oe 2S Q >. 
2/8 Gases Ssh 8 spesied! = 
Fix SRESK KRIS KF KBRSSLSSIS 
| ee ci ee aes 2) 
Sig BSSeS HN2 . ebfen! |B) a 
a mere Biko ‘3' Sarees’ | =|" 
) S@esh HhS 3 BHSFIS \ =| 
818 ESRRS BSS fF SSRRRS |B! 
oe 
-_ gr 
gr or > 
S'8 BSaee SES 8_ ebeSeRS! | x 
Els BESZS BSS K~, SHSSAR= 3 
= 1 Src "ews a ws Sra - 
23 Bese= E28 Sf BESESRS 
SiS Syst NSs BSR BSSeRzsae | 
2 Ps 
anno ~~ - 
| o& ERIS S 8 ee ttlels 
ES g2282 ESE sf, sbaSee% | 8G 
See=s = Be gece 
3 = _ + ZRS 5 SESE 2kF § 
2i23 aeses 3¥ RSSRRE!| = 
£ e|¢ 
$ ae = . =|5 
ele fees £53 Sh gS¥yssel Sl = 
B/B ERSES S23 EF, pibeshe| F| F 
pe —_o =e gory = Sr aw Nin 
8 | Benen £22 ER SSSSSSe\ 8 
Zin ARSx=f SZS SB SRSRVsSei 8 
ss es 
cS ww oe — _ 
= et aa sion =e = | 
§ f ARSE REE S3eekE2.5% & | B 
on — a oun iJ 
& = 2 325 SSES°8255 3 
g ro 





_ 'T. L. SMITH, Register. 
FaBasyay DerartMent, Register’s Office, May 4, 140. 
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Secretary, and the tables, were ordered to be printed. 


Mr. B. then rose to make another motion, and | 
that was, to print an extra number of these papers. | 


He proposed to give his reasons for the movion, 
and for that purpose, asked that the papers should 
be sentto him, (which was done;) and Mr. B. 
went on tosay that his object was to spread be- 
fore the country, in an authentic form, the full 
view of all the Government expenses for a series 
of years past, going back as far as Mr. Monroe’s 
administration; and thereby enabling every cili- 
zen, in every part of the country, to sre the actual, 
the comparative, and the classified expenditures of 
the Government for the whole period. This pro- 
ceeding had beceme necessary, Mr. B. said, from 
the systematic efforts made for some years past, to 
impress the country with the belief that the expen- 
ditures had increased threefold in the last twelve 
years—that they had risen from THIRTEEN to 
THIRTY-NINE millions of dollars; and that this 
enormous increase was the effect of the extrava- 
gance, of the corruption, and of the incompetency 
of the Administrations which had succeeded that of 
Mr. Adams and Mr. Monroe. These two latter 
Adminis'rations were held up as the models of eco- 
nomy; those of Mr. Van Buren and General 
Jackson were stigmatized es monsters of ex- 


travagance; and tables of figures were so 
arrranged as to give color to the cha- 
racters attributed to each. These systematic 


efforts—this reiterated assertion, made on_ this 
floor, of thirteen millions increased to thirty-nine— 
and the eflect which such statements must have 
upon the minds of those who cannot see the pur- 
poses for which the money was expended, ap- 
peared to him (Mr. B.) to require some more for- 
mal and authentic refutation than any ene ind:- 
vidua! could give—something more imposing than 
the speech of a solitary member could afford. 
Familiar with the action of the Government for 





On motion of Mr. BENTON, the letter of the 


twenty years past—coming into the Senate in the | 


time of Mr. Monro2—remaining in it ever since— 


a friend to economy in public and in private life— | 


and closely scrutinizing the expenditures of the 


Government during the whole time—he (Mr. B.) | 


felt himself to be very able at any time to have 
risen in his place, and to have exposed the 
delusion of this thirteen and thirty-nine mil- 
lion bugbear; and, if he did not do so, it 
was because, in the first place, he 
disinclined to bandy contradictions on 


was | 
the | 


floor of the Senate; and, in the second place, | 


because he relied upon the intelligence cf the 


country to set a'l right whenever they obtained | 
mace | 
bimself the instrament of procuring, and the Se. | 
cretary of the Treasury had now presented it. | 
It was ready for the contemplation of the Ame- | 


a view of the facts. This 


view he had 


rican people; and he could wish every citizen to 
have the picture in his own hands, that he might 
contemplate it at his own fireside, and at his full 
leisure. He could wish every cilizen to possess 
a copy of this report, now received frem the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, under the call of the Se- 
nate, and printed by its order; he could wish 
every cilizen to possess one of these authentic co- 
pies, bearing the imprimatur of the American Se- 
nate; but that was impossible; and, limiting his 
action to what was possible, he would propose to 


print such number of extra copies as would | 


enable some to reach every quaiter of the 
Union. He knew that the report could easily go 
through the newspapers, (for it was very short,) 
and he hoped that it would appear in every paper 
that was a friend to truth and to fair dealing—that 
wished to give correct information to its readers. 
He hoped it would appear in allsuch papers; but 
that was not sufficient. The newspaper publica- 
tions were not sufficiently free from cavil to 
answer his purpose; no publication could be suffi- 
cient but the one made by the order of the Senate; 
and, therefore, he wished the document itself to go 
forth, with the Sena'orial imprimatur upon it, in 
sufficient numbers to reach every quarter of the 
Union. He wished a large number to be printed; 
but would not suggest aoy particular number 
until he had first given to the Senale some view of 
the papers themselves, and thus shown them to be 
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worthy of the most ample maltiplication, and of 
the most extensive diffusion. 

Mr. B. then opened the tables, and explained 
their character and contents. The first one 
(marked A) consis'ed of three columns, and ex- 
hibited the aggregate, and the classified expendi- 
tures of the Government from the year 1824 to 
1839, inclusive; the second one (marked B) con- 
tained the detailed statement of the payments an- 
nually made on account of all temporary or extra- 
ordinary objects, including the public debt, for the 
same period. The second table was explanatory 
of the third column of the first one; and the two, 
taken together, would enable every citizen to see 
the ectual expenditures, and the comparative ex- 
penditures, of the Government for the whole pe- 
riod which he had mentioned. 


Mr. B. then examined the actual and the com- 
parative expenses of two of the years, taken from 
the two contraste! periods referred to, and invoked 
the atteation of the Senate to the results which the 
comparison would exhibit. He took the first and 
the last of the years men‘ioned in the tables—the 
years 1824 and 1839—and began with the first 
item in the first column. This showed the aggre- 
gate expenditures for every object for the year 
1824, to have been $31,898,538 47—very near 
thirty-two miliions of dollars, said Mr. B. and it 
stated alone, and without explanation, very capab'e 
of astonishing the publi, of imposing upon the ig 
norant, and of raising a cry against the dreadful ex- 
travagance, the corruption, and the wickedness ot 
Mr. Monroe's administration. ‘Takea by itselt, 
(and indisputab'y true it is in itself,) and this ag- 
gregate of near thirty-'wo millions is very sufficient 
to effect all this surprise and indignation in the 
public mind; but, passing on to the second column 
to see what were the expenditures, independent of 
the public debt, and this large aggregate will be 
found to be reduced more than one half; it sinks 
t) $15,330,144 71. Thisis a heavy deduction; but 
itis not all. Passing on to the third column, and 
it is seen that the actual expenses of the Go- 
verament for permanent and ordinary objects, tn- 
depentent of tha temporary and extraordinafy 
ones, for this seme year, were only $7,107,892 05; 
being less than the one fourth part of the aggregate 
of near thirty-two millions. This looks quite rea- 
sonable, and goes far towards relieving Mr. Mon- 
roee’s administration from the imputation to which 
a view of the aggregate expenditure for the year 
would have subjected it. But, to make it entirely 
satisfactory, and to enable every eit zen to under- 
stand the important po.nt of the Government ex- 
penditures—a point on which the cit zens of a free 
and representauve Government should be always 
well informed—to attain this full satisfaction, let us 
pass on to the second tabl: (marked B) and fix oor 
eyes on ils first colamn, under the year 1824 We 
shall there find every temporary and extraordinary 
object, and the amoent paid on account of it, the 
deducticn of which reduced an aggregate of near 


thirty-two millions to a fraction over seven 
milkons. We sha'l there fiud the explana- 
iton of the difference between the first and 


third columns. The first item is the sum of 
$16 563,393 76, paid on account of the prin- 
cipal and interest of the public debt. The 
secondis the sum of $4,891,386 56, pad to mer- 
chants fer indemnities under the trea'y with Spain 
of 1819, by which we acquired Florida. The third 
is $5,510 27 paid to States for claims on accourt 
of war debts. The fourth is $47,714 53 for the 
three per centum to the new States on the lands 
so'd within their limits. The fifth is $17,000 on 
account of the two per centum to the Cumberland 
road. The fifth 1s $4,373 19 for the survey of 
thecoast. The sixth ts $423,342 46 for collec'ing 
materials for the gradual increase of the navy, and 
the improvement of the navy yards. The seventh 
is $180,309 67 for durable public buildings. The 
eighth is $429,972 04 for bridges and fortifica- 
tions. The ninth is $56,955 99 for roeds, ca- 
na's, and breakwaters, and improvements in 
rivers and harbors, except the Cumberland 
road, which was stated by itself. The tenth 
is $171,155 43 for providing arms for the militia of 
the United States, and for aiming the fortifications. 
The eleveath is $1,267,600 41, for all pensions, 
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except those of invalids. The twelfth is $429,- 
987 90 for purchaing land from Indians, and 
paying for Indian cepredations. The thirteenth, 
and last item, is the sum of $296,960 21 for mis- 
cellaneous objects, and for property lost, or inju- 
ries commitied, during hostilities with any power. 
The total of all these items, except the public debt, 
is $8,222,252 66. This total, added to the sum 
paid on account of the pnblic debt, makes close 
upon twenty-five millions of dollars; and this, de- 
ducted from the aggregate of near thirty-two mil- 
lions, leaves a fiaction over seven millions for the 
réal expenses of the Government—the ordinary 
and permanent expenses—during the last year of 
Mr. Monroe’s administration. This is certainly a 
sausfactory result. lt exempts the Administration 
of that period from the imputation of extravagance, 
which the unexplaired exhibition of the aggregate 
expenditures might have drawn upon it in the 
minds of uninformed persons. It clears that Ad- 
ministration from all biame. It must be satisfac- 
tory to every candid mind. And now let us apply 
the test of the same examination t) some year of 
the present Adm-nistration, now so incontinently 
charged with ruinons extravagance. Let us see 
how the same rule will work when applied to the 
present period; and, for that purpo-e, let us take 
the last year in the table, that of 1839, Let others 
take any year that they please, or as many as they 
please: I take one, because I only propose to give 
anexample; and I take the last one in the table, 
because itis the last. Let as proceed with this 
examination, and see what the results, actual and 
comparative, will be. 

Commencing with the aggregate payments from 
the Treasury for all objects, Mr. B. said it wonld 
be s‘en at the foot of the first co'umn im the first 
table, that they amounted to $37,129,316 80; pass- 
ing to the second column, and it would be seen 
that this sum was reduced to $25,982,797 75; and 
passing to the third, and it would be s*en that this 
jatler sum was jiself reduced to $13,525,800 18; 
and, referring to the second tab'e, under the year 
1839, and it would be seen how this aggregate of 
thivty-seven millions was reduced to thirteen and a 
half. It was a great reduction; a reduction of 
nearly two-thirds from the aggregate amount paid 
out; and left for the proper expenses of the Go- 
vernment—its ordinary an! permanent expenses— 
an inconceivably sina lsum fora great nation of 
seventeen millions of souls, covering an immense 
extent of territory, and acting a part among the 
great powers of the worl!. To trace this reduc- 
tion—to show the reasons of the difference between 
the first and the thud columns, Mr. B. would follow 
the same process wh ch he had pursued in exp!ain- 
ing the expenditures of the year 1824, and ask for 
nothing in one cave which had not Leen granted in 
the o'her. 

1. The first iiem to be deducted from the thirty-se- 
ven million agg ega e,was thesum of $11,146,599 05 
paid on account of the public debt. He repeated, 
on account of the public debt; for it was paid in 
rejemption of Treasury notes; and these Treasury 
notes were so much debt incurred to supply the 
place of the revenue deposited with the Stas, in 
1236, or shut up in banks during the suspension of 
1837, or due from meichents, to whom indulgence 
had been granted. To supply the place of these 
unattainable funds, the Government went in debt by 
issuing Treasury notes; but faithful to the seni: 
ment which abhorred a national debt, paid off 
the debt almost as fest as it contracted it. Above 
eleven millions of this debt was paid in 1839, 
amounting to almost the one third part of the ag- 
gregate expendiiure of that year; and thus, nearly 
the one third part of the sum which ischarged upon 
the Adminisiration as extravagance andcorruption, 
was amere payment of debt!—a mere payment of 
Treasury notes which we had issued to supply the 
place of our misplaced revenue. ‘This item being 
deducted from the 37 millions, reduces it to 26 

2. The second item to be deducted is stated in 
the table under the description of trust fuod:; and 
consists of. moneysreceived in trust for the Chica- 
saw Indians, and other Indiaus, on the sale of their 
lands, for which the United States act as their 
agent and treasurer. Jt amounts to near a quarter 
of a million, to wit, $240,694 for the year 1839; 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


but for the three preceding years averaged a mil- 
lion and a quarter, and contributed largely to swell 
the expenditures, as they were termed, of 1836, 
1337, and 1838. This item had no existence in- 
the year 1824; so that it becomes a new charge, ap 
pareatly, upon the Treasury; but in reality no 
charge at all, as it was only delivering over to In- 
dians the money which had been received for 
them, and belonged to them. Yet this item, 
amounting to nearly four millions in the last four 
years, is set down to the reckless extravagance of 
a mad and ruinousAdministration. 

3. The third item to be deducted is the sum of 
$717,552 27, for indemnities; that is to say, for 
moneys recovered from foreign nations, under 
Gen. Jackson’s administration, for merchants who 
had been plurdered under previons Administra- 
ttons—whose money, when received, had gone in- 
to our Treasury, and was afterwards paid out to 
the rightful owners as their respective rights were 
ascertained. The payment for 1839 was near 
three quarters of a million; but for the three pre- 
vious years they amounted in the whole to about 
five and a half millions; and, according to the ac- 
cusation of the Opposition gentlemen, constituted 
so much of the horrid extravagance of those years! 
and here let us mark the difference between the pre- 
sent times and those of 1824. When, in that year, 
the sum of near five millions was paid out of the 
Treasury for indemnities to merchants under the 
Iiorida treaty, no one ever thought of making the 
people believe that it was a part of the expences of 
the Government. No one ever thought of injuring 
the Administration about it. These conreptions 
have been reserved forthe present day. Now, for 
the first time in the history of our country, or per- 
haps of any conntry, the recovery of indemmities 
from foreigners, and their payment tc ourown citi- 
zens, becomes a dreadfal extravagince—a ruinous 
waste of money—for which a mad and _ profligate 
Administration must be thrust from power! 

4. The fourth item is a small sum of $4,875 50 
for claims of States on account of expenditures 
for the general benefit during the late war. It 
was a payment of debt, and not an expense of Go- 
vernment, and thoughsmallin1839, ithad been con- 


vderable in the three preceding years, amounting 


in that time te about $230,000; and, of couse, 
swelling by that much the aggregate expenditures 
of those years, and help'ng to make up the mon- 
strous extravagance of which the country heard 
so much. 

5. The next item grows out of the three per 
centum fund to the new States on the amount of 
the lands seld within their limits. It is due to the 
States by compact, as a consideration, and a most 
inadequate one it is, for not taxing the Federal 
lands. For the year 1839, this item amounted to 
$63,670; and, being a debt due to the S ates, is 
no part of the Government expenses. For the 
three previous years, wh«n the land sales were 
at the largest, and when some of the S ates had 
neglected for some years to draw their money, the 
payments on this account amounted to near one 
and a half millions of doliars; and, of course, 
swelled to thatamonnt the eztravagance of 1836, 
37, and ‘38! In the year 1824, this item was 
only $47,714. 

6. ‘The sixth item to be deducted was nearly al- 
lied to the former. It was $198,530 for the two per 
centum on the sales of the public lands to make 
reads to the new States, and applicable to the 
Cumberland road. In the year 1824 it was only 
$17.000; but in the great sales of 1835, °6, and °7, 
it amounted to near $1,200,000. Here again was 
a payment of a debt converted into wasteful extra- 
vagance! 

7. Donations of money to, or payments on ac- 
count of, the District of Columbia, was the seventh 
item of deduction which Mr. B. mentioned. It 
amounted to $126,374 for the year 1839. It wasa 
new item in the list of Government payments, 
having no existence in 1824, nor until the year 
1832. Afier that time it had been annual, and as 
high as $313,000 in one year, to wit, 1833, and for 
the years 1836, °7, and ’8, amounted to near 
$440,000. It was a cratuity- to the District, which 
had no political rights; and it was a gratuity which 
had no other object than to relieve it from burthens 


improvidently contracted; yet received the Usual! 
character of corrup! extravagance. 

8. The survey of the coast was the eighth iter, 
which Mr. B. explained. It was a temporary anq 
extraordinary object, which had grown up from q 
trifle to a large amount within a few years pas; 
and amounted to $91,995 for the year 1839. Pre: 
vious to General Jackson’s administration jt rarely 
exceeded two thousand dollars per annum; for the 
years 1836-7 and 8, it amounted to about $220 099, 

9. Duties refunded to merchants was another of 
the new and large items which had lately grown 
up among our Treasury payments. From 1894 
to 1832, it was unknown; yet in 1839, it was 
$179,304; in the year 1833, it was $701,000, and 
for 1836-7, and 8, it amounted to above $800,000, 
This was a favor, or an act of justice to merchani< 
granted by acts of Conzress, or by judicial degj. 
sions, or by reversal of previous constructions of 
the laws. Itis no part of the Government expen- 
diture, though, teing refunded from the Treasury, 
it goes into the enumeration to swell the general 
aggregate—to swell the cry of extravagance—anid to 
prove the hostility of the Administration to mer. 
chants ! 

10. A tenth item to be deducted was the sum of 
$714,857 for collecting materials for the increase 
of the navy. This was an expenditure for the fu- 
ture defence of the country, and averaged about 
$800,000 per annum since the commencement of 
General Jackson’s administration, though only 
$423,000 in 1824. It is clearly no part of the ex- 
penses of Government, but an outlay of money 
for the benefit of after years, and of posterity. 

11. Permanent public buildings is another of the 
large items of recent eapenditure. Formerly these 
buildings were of perishable materials, and sunk 
under the decay of time,or the ravages of fire; 
for some years past durable materials had been 
selected, and fireproof edifices constructed. The 
expenditure for this purpose in 1839, was $1,248 .- 
044, and near the same for the three preceeding 
years. This again was an expenditure for ihe 
benefit of posterity, and not chargeable as an ex- 
pense upon the aciual] administrations, 

12. The sum of $735,570 for bridges and forti- 
fications, was the twelfth item which Mr. B. pointed 
out for deduction, being beth of them expenditures 
for the benefit of posterity; the expenditure exira- 
ordinary and temporary, but the benefit general 
and permanent. 

13. The sum of $1,491,000 for the improvement 
of rivers, harbors, and reads, exclusive of the Cum- 
berland road, was another expenditure of the same 
character. In 1824, it was but $56,955; but took 
a start then which would have known no bounds 
had it not been for the Maysville veto, 

14. Providing arms for the militia of the States 
and cannon for the forts is another expenditure for 
future times and for posterity. It amounted to 
$474,906 for 1839, and averaged above half a 
million a year for each of the three preceding years. 
In 1824, it was but $171,155. 

15. Pensions, except those to invalids, was the 
next item noted by Mr. B. for deduction. They 
were gratuites. from the Treasury, and not an ex- 
pense of Government. They amounted in 1839 
to $3,033,764, being near three times what they 
were in 1824. They had been an enormous drain 
upon the Treasury for the last seven years,amounting 
in 1833 to $4,485,000, and subsequently averaging 
about half that sum. 

16. Parchase of lands from Indians was another 
large item to be deducted, and which had vastly 
increased of late. In 1824, this head of expendi- 
tare only amonnted to $429,987; in 1839 it was 
$1,708,123; in 1836 was as high as three millions. 
in 1837, $2,484,000; and in 1838, it was $4,603,518; 
These were heavy expenditures, incurred for the 
great object of relieving all the States from the 
incumbrance of an Indian population; but though 
heavy, it is not money gone from the Treasury 
never to returnto it. It all returns, and with pro- 


fit, in the sale of the lands acquired; yet the vast 
sums paid on this head, is cited against as as rain- 
ous extravagance, for which the Go'hs should be 
driven from the Capitol! 

17: Removal of Indians and their wars was 
another item nearly connected wiih the last, and 
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subject to the same remarks. 
late, and was directed to the good of the States. 
In 1824 it was nothing; in 1839 it was $1,775,914. 
In the three. preceding years it was, respectively, in || 
round numbers, $6,000,000, $6,500,000, and $5,500,- 


000. This is ove of the largest heads of increased 
axpenditure in recent years, and one of the most 
indispensable for the States of the South and West. 
It is appurtenant to the purchase of the Indian 
jands; and, although large, yet the sales of the 
jands will far more than reimburse it. 

18. And, finally, Mr. B. noted the sum of 
932,369 for miscellaneous o' jects, not reduceable 


to a precise head, which swelled the list of expen- || 


ditures, Without belonging to the expenses of the 
Government. 

19. Tne Exploring Expedition was th> last of 
the items. It was of recent origin, amount ng to 
497,968 in 1839, and to about $560,000 for the 
three preceding years. 

These are the eizhteen heads of extraordinary 
expenditure, said Mr. B. and the amount expended 
for each; and now let gentlemen of the Opposilion 
say for which of these they did not vote, to which 
they now object, and for which they will not vote 
again at this session? 

With this view of the tabular statements Mr. B. 
elosed the examination of the items of expendi- 
ture, and stated the results to be a reduction of the 
37 million aggrega‘e in 1839, like that of the 32 
million aggregate in 1824, to about one-third of its 
amount. The very first item, that of the payment 
of public debt in the redemption of Treasury notes, 
reduced it 11 millions of dollars: it sunk it from 37 
millions to 26. The other eighteen items amount 
ed to $12,656,977, and reduced the 26 mi'lions to 
134. Here then is a result which is attained by 
the same process which applies to the year 1824, 
and to every other year, and which is right in it- 
elf; and which must put to flight and to shame all 
the attempts to excite the country with this bug- 
bear story of extravagance. In the first place the 
aggregate expenditures have not increased three- 
fold in fifteen years; they have not risen {rom 13 to 
39 millions, as incontinently asserted by the Oppo- 
sition; but from 32 millions to 37 or 39. And how 
have they risen? By paying last year 11 millions 
for Treasury notes, and more than 12 millions for 
Indian lands, and wars, removals of Indians, and 
increase Of the army and navy, and other items as 
enumerated. The result is a residuum of 134 mil- 
lions for the real expenses of the Government; a 
sum 14 millions short of what gentlemen proclaim 
would be aa economical expenditure. They all 


| say that 15 millions would be an economical ex- 


penditure: very we!l! here is 134! which is a mil- 
hion and a half short of that mark. 

The authentic tables show that the aggregate 
expenditures for 1824, came within five millions of 
those of 1839; consequently that, withouta deduc- 
tion for extraordinary expenditu es, the charge of 
extravagance, waste, ruin, profligacy, &c. might 
have been raised against the Administration of that 
day, and some uninformed persons excited against 
it by a groundless clamor; yet no one thought of 
raising such a clamor in 1824. No one then 
thoughtof charging, as extravagance, paymen's on 
account of the pubsic debt, and fur indemities to 
merchants, and other extraordinary expenses. 
Then all partes made the proper deductions for 
payments either temporary or extraordinary in 
their nature. No one sought to mystify or to 
impose upon the ignorant. No one thought of 
palming a story of thirty-two millions upon the 
country as the expenses of the country. All that 
has been reserved for the present times; it 
has been reserved for our day; and may have 
been attended for a while with the ephemeral suc- 
cess which crowns for a moment the petty aris of 
delusion practised upon the ignorant. But the day 
for this delasion has gone by. The classified ta- 
bies, now presented, will reach every citizen, and 
will clear up every doubt. They will enable every 
citizen to see every item of expeaditure—to judge 
it himself—and to demand of the Opposition gen- 
tlemen, if they did not vote for it themselves, and 
if they now object to it? Taking the extraordinary 
items as they rise, and beginning with the first, the 
sum of eleven millions paid for redemption of 
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Treasury notes; and it can be demanded if that 
payment was not right? and so on through the 
whole list, amounting to twelve and a half mil- 
lions. The ordinary and permanent expenses, 
amounting to thirteen and a half millions, no one 
objects to: all admit that that sum is a mil- 
lion and a half within the mark of meri- 
torious economy. It is on the extraordinaries 
—it is on the difference between thiiteen and a 
half and thirty-seven millions—that the attack 
is made; and now we produce these extraordina- 
ries. We give a list of them, item by item, 
with the amount paid on account of each; and 
call upon the gentlemen of the Opposition to name 
the one to which they object? to name the one for 
which they did not vote? This is what we do; 
and I wi.) tell you, Mr. President, what they will 
do: they will not name one item to which they now 
object, or against which they voted! They will 
not name one; and the reason is, because they 
cannot! They voted for all—they approve al!— 
the country will approve all, except part for pen- 
sions and harbors, and of these the Opposition 
were the leading advocates. And thus these 
gentlemen of the Oppes:tion are presented in the 
extraordinary light of going abroad to make a 
general denunciation of the Administration for 
extravagant expenditure; and when we show 
them the bill of particulars, and ask of them to 
point out the extravagant items, or the ones for 
which they did not vete, they will remain silent! 
They wiil name no item, because they cannot. 

Mr. B. said that this Administration, and that of 
General Jackson, were ready fora comparison with 
any that preceded them. Aggregates against ag- 
gregales, or Items against items, they were ready 
for the comparison. If any one shall say that the 
expenses of the Government were thirty seven muil- 
lions in 1839, or thirty-nine millions in 1838, we 
answer that this is only five or seven millions more 
than the aggregate of 1824; that the’aggregate was 
then thirty-two millions, and the increase is only 
in proportion 10 the increase of the country. If, 
desc nding from aggregates and going into items, 
it is said that sixteen millions must be deducted 
from the aggregate of 1824 for payments to the 
public debt, and eight millions more for indemni- 
ties and other extraordinaries, we answer thateleven 
millions must be deducted from the aggregate of 
1839 for redemption of Treasury notes, and twelve 
and a half millions more for Indian wars, treaties, 
and removals, and a dozen other extraordinaries. 
Tuis brings the thirty-seven down to thirieen and a 
half; and at that point complaint ceases. 

Mr. B. said that the tables which were presented 
treated every Administration alike. Beginning in 
the last year of .Mr. Monroe, they came down 
through the term of Mr. Adams, and the two 
terms of General Jackson, and the three years 
which had elapsed under Mr. Van Buren. All 
were treated alike. The same rule was applied to 
the expenditures under each one. The aggregate 
was given in every case firsi; and then ihe extra- 
ordinary, separated from the ordinary expendi- 
tures, aud the same items charged and credited in 
every case. In looking al the aggregates, it will 
be seen that every Administration needed this 
classification, that the aggregate uoder Mr. 
Adams’s administration was not thirteen millions, 
as 1epeated so many millions of times, but about 
the doub'e of that! and that this thirteen millions 
for that gentleman’s admivistra inn was only at- 
tained by deducting extraordinaries! by going 
through the very prucess which reduces the expen- 
diture under Mr. Van Buren to thirteen and a half 
millions. The smallest aggregate in the whole 
table is that of 1835, under Gen. Jackson’s admi- 
nistration, when the public debt had ceased, and 
the Indian wars had not begun. The agzregate 
fer that year is seventeen millions and a half. 
Even iaciuding the extraordinaries of that 
year, and the aggregale was but 
millions and a bali! And so it will be again. 
As soon as we are done paying the Trea- 
sury notes, which are issued in lieu of our 
misplaced revenue, and so soon as our Indian trou- 
bles are over, and the payments completed for re- 
moval of Indians, and parchase of their lands, the 
aggregate expenditures will come down to aboat 
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what they were in 1835; and the ordinary expenses 
will be within fifieen millions. 

Mr. B. demanded who ever deemed it an ex- 
pense of the Government, when Mr. Jefferson 
purchased Louisiana at fifteen millions of dollars? 
And who could think of charging as an expense 
the large sums which had been lately paid in ex- 
linguishing Indian titles, and in removing Indians? 
One would as soon think of charging, among the 
expenses of a family, the outlay which should be 
made by a prudent and thrifty farmer in purchas- 
ing additional land, and inclosing it with fences, or 
covering it with improvements. The extinction 
of the Indian titles—the acquisition of their lands 
for settlement and cultivation—and the removal 
of the Indians themselves from all the States, was 
one of the great measures which illustrated Gene- 
ral Jackson’s administration, and was beneficial 
both to the Indians and to the States. So great an 
object could not be effected without a large ex. 
peaditure of money; and who is there now to stand 
up and condemn ihe Administration for this expen- 
diture? Who wants these Indians back? Who 
wants Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and all the 
other States, again incumbered with the Indians 
which have left them? 

That the expenses of the Goverument had in- 
creased in the last twelve or fifteen years, Mr. B. 
said Was just as certainly true as it was naturally 
to have been expec'ed. The country itself had 
increased in that time: several new States had 
been admitted into the Union, and several 
new Territories had been created. An additional 
impetus had been given to the public defences in 
the increase of the army and navy—wars with seve- 
ral Indian tribes had intervened—vast purchases 
of Indian lands had been effected—whole tribes, 
nay, whole nations of Indians, had been removed, 
and removed to a vast distance, and at a vast ex- 
pense. This latter expenditure was chiefly for the 
benefit of the South and West; but where is the 
man in apy quarter of the Union that can stand 
up and condemn ii? 

Sir, lL admit an increased expenditare; and, far 
from concealing, I exhibit and proclaim it. I dis- 
play the items; they are spread out in the siate- 
ments now under discnssion; I point them out to 
the country. I say they will be found, principal- 
ly, in the navy—in the army—in the Indian de- 
pariment—in the pensions—in the light-house es- 
tablishment—in Indian wars—in the defence of the 
frontiers, North and West—in fortifications—n 
preparing atmsa’d munitions of war—in the legis- 
lative department—in permanent and durable fire 
proof public buildings—and in assuming the foreign 
debt, and making other expenditures for the District 
of Cejumbia. In these branches of the service 
will the increases te prine:pally found, and I sap§ 
ported them all except the increase for pensions, har- 
bors, some of the ligh!-houses, and the book printing 
part of the legislative expenses. I supported all 
except these: bat the gentlemen of the Opposition 
supported all that I did, and these besides; and 
now go forth to raise a cry of extravagance ! 

Mr. B. said the Oppesiioa not only voted for 
these increased expesditures, bat in some instan- 
ces grea'ly augmented them This was the case in 
the In.lian expenditures, and especially among the 
Cherokees. The Opposition sat themselves up for 
ihe guardians of these Indians: they seemed to 
make political alliance with them. ‘The Indians 
became parties to our politics: the Opposition be- 
came allies to them; and the resalt was double 
trouble, and double expense, and double delays, 
and double vexation of every kind with those In- 
dians; un il it requir da military force to compel 
them to comply with treaues which gave them 
millions more than they ought to have received ! 

The Opposition not only voted for all the in- 
crea-es, and caused some of them to be augmented, 
bat they attempted many enormous expenditures 
which the Democratic members opposed and pre- 
vented. Let any one look to the bills which were 
rejected, either in the Senate or in the House of 

Represeata ives; let any one look to the namber 
of these bilis, and the tens of millions, in the ag- 
gregate, with which they were freighted, and then 
say what the expenses would have been if the Op- 
position had been in power. One of these bills 
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alone, the French spoliation bill, was for five mil- 
lions of dollars; others were for vast sums, espe- 
cially the harbor bills. They were rejected by the 
votes of Democratic members; and if they had not 
been—if they had passed—they would haveswelled 
the thirty-seven to near fifty millions; and would 
have been charged upon us as reckless, wasteful, 
horrib'e extravagance. 

Mr. B. said that financial statements were a dif- 
ficult subject to handle—hard for a speaker to un- 


derstand himself, and harder still to make himself 


be understood by others. It was a point at which 
the most unfounded impressions might be made on 
the pablie mind—on which the greatest errors 
might be propagated. Yet it was a point on which 
correct information shou'd be disseminated—on 
which every citizen should be ivnformed—which 
every one sbould make it his business to under- 
stand. Economy should be the cardinal virtue of 
a free Government, and the whole body of the citi 

zens should be the guardians of that virtue. They 
should guard the national finances; and for that 
purpose should understand them. They sould 
know how much money was raised, for what pur- 
pose, and how expended. They could not be too 


jealous of the misapplication of the public 
moneys; they could not scrutinize too 
closely the public accounts. Those accounst 


could not be too often presented to them, nor in a form 
too simple and obvious. It hasbeenm endeavor, 
said Mr. B. bothin calling for the Ystatements 
which had just come in from the Treasury, and in 
what I have said upon them, to oresent the difficult 
subject of our finances in a plain, obvious, and in- 
telligible form. My object has been to elucidate, 
and not to mystify—to enlighten, and not to con- 
fuse. I have eadeavored to present a fall, plain, 
and authentic statement of the public expenditures; 
such as every citizen can se and comprehend. 
Our adversaries present an aggregate—rash at the 
passions, and endeavor to alarm, or to enrage, 
the people. I present the particulars, and ask sor 
their deliberate judgment. Sir, | have confidence 
in the capacity of my countrymen. I have confi- 
dence in their capacity for self-government; in their 
moral and intellectual capacity for governing them- 
selves—for sustaining and carrying on the frame 
of fGovernment which our ancestors rrovided for 
us. I believe that my fellow citizens 
the requisie qualities tor self-government—juig- 
ment to undersiand—virtue to choose—and pa- 
triotism to sustain—the princip'es and the mea- 
sures which are best for themselves. [ do not be- 
leve in the monarchical idea, that the people are 
ignorant, venal, factious; that they have no en- 
lightened views of men or measures; that reason, 
truth, and sound argument, are lost upon them, as 
pearls thrown to the swine; that the only way to 
govern them is to bam >oozie and debauch them. 
I believe in none of these monarch cal opinions, and 
have never practised upon them. I have never 
addressed myself to the supposed igaorance, ve- 
nality, faction, or caprice of my countrymen, but 
always to their intel gence, virtue, and patriousm. 
‘Lhe argumentum ad ignorantiam has had po place 
in my speeches: the a gumentum ad judicium has 
been my aim. [cannot say that | have spoken 
with judgment; but I can affirm that I have al- 
ways paid my countrymen the compliment of 
speaking to their accredited judgment—never to 
their suppose! folly. I have spoken to the ra- 
tional minds, to the virtuous hearts, and to the 
lo{ty, generous, and patriotic feelings of my coua- 
irymen; and I am tov well content wits the effect 
which this plan of speaking has had, to change it 
now. Facts, and reasons, are ny materials—sim- 
plicity my style. Away with exordium—away 
with peroration—away with holyday phrases— 
away with theatrical display—-away with all 
figures, but figures of arithmetic, and of these I give 
many, and never more than in this short speech. 
This has been my pian of speaking, and this it is 
now. I have procured piain statements to be 
made out, and have delivered a plain speech upon 
them. I have endeavored to make myself inte li- 


possess 


gible on a subject in which iotelligidility is some- 
what difficalt—on which it is easy for the speaker 
to get both himself and his hearers into a foz. I 
have aimed at perspicuity, and flatter myself that I 
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have been understood. I wish the country to judge 
the expenditures of the Government—the particu- 
lars as well as the aggreeate—and therefore place 
the whole before the public. |Our adversaries at- 
‘ack the agerega’e: Let them examine the particu- 
lars, and name the one to which they object, and 
for which they did not vote! 

Mr. B. then appealed to Senators of the Demo- 
cratic party to name the number of ex'ra copies of 
the report which they would propose to print, pro- 
fessing himsell ready to agree to any number that 
was satisfactory to his friends. 

Mr. HUBBARD proposed thirty thonsand. 

Mr. BENTON accepted the proposition, and 
moved that thirty thousand extra copies of the re- 
port be printed for the use of the Senate. 

This motion gave rise to a very interesting and 
animated discussion, in which Messrs. BROWN, 
HUBBARD, CALHOUN, and BUCHANAN, 
advocated, and Messrs. PRESTON, SOU fHARD, 
CLAY, of Kentucky, and WES8STER, opposed 
the motion, and a sketch of which will be given 
at an early day. 

The question being then on printing thirty thou- 
sand extra copies of the report, it was agreed to— 
yeas 22 nays 14, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lampkin, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Sturgeon, Wall, Williams, and Wright—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Knight, Porier, Prentiss, 
Preston, Ruggles, Southard, Tallmadge, Webster, 
and White—l14. 

The Senate then adjorned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, May 7, 1840. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the House ef Repre- 
sentatives re-assembled this day, at 12 o’clock 

The SPEAKER announced the business first in 
order tobe the report of the select committee ap- 
pointed to investigate the facts relative to the re- 
cent breach of privilege on the floor of the House. 

Mr. ADAMS reminded the House that this was 
the day set apart for the consideration of the bill 
numbered 100, heretofore reporied by him from the 
Committee on Manufactures, entitled © A bill to en- 
sure the more faithful execution of the laws relat- 
ing to the collection of duties on imports.” 

Mr. A. said it appeared doubt ul ‘whether any 
use or benefit would arise from the consideration 
of the report of the select committee on the ques- 
tion of privilege; and, in his opinion, the best way 
to dispose of it was to get rid of it at once. He 
moved, therefore, to lay iton the table. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Apams] woud modify his motion 
so as to postpone the consideration of the report to 
a furure day. 

Mr. ADAMS thereupon moved that the further 
consideration of the report be postponed until 
Thursday next; which motion prevailed. 

And the further consideration of the report was 
postponed accordingly. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved that the House resolve 
iiself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, for the purpose of proceeding to the 
consideration of the bill above mentioned; which 
metion was agreed to. 

Mr. ATHERTON intimated that the bill mak- 
ing appropriations for the civil aad diplomatic ex- 
penses of the Goverment, for the year 1840, had 
undergone some amendments in the Senate. 
Two of these were mere amendments of form; 
the third might give rise toa little debate. He 
thought, however, that they might all be disposed 
of in a short space of time, all of them beiog of 
such a nature as not to require commitment. He 
hoped, therefore, that when the bill was sent from 
the Senate the House would take it up and 
dispose of the amendments at once. 

Mr. ADAMS intimated that one of the amend- 
ments was of a character which, at a former ses- 
sun, had given rise to some difference of opinion 
between the two Houses, the result of which had 
been the appointment of a Committee of Con- 
ferenee. He would desire that questioa to be 


disposed cf with a full House. He hoped tha; 
the Hoase would go into committee on the bill 
indicated by him; and, when the House was more 
full, the amendments in the other bill might be 
taken up and disposed of. 

The suggestions on both sides were acceeded to, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, who had for some tum. 
past been detained from the House by indis posi. 
tion, asked that the House, the same cause conjj. 
nuing, would relieve him from further service on 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

And Mr. J. was excused accordingly. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. A. Dicatns, their Secretary, setting forth that 
the Senate had passed the bill making appropria. 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
Government for the year 1840, wi'h ceriain amend. 
ments, in which the concurrence of the House was 
requested. 

On leave given, Mr. CARTER presented cer. 
tain additional testimony; which was referred ty 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. © 

COLLECTION OF DUTIES ON IMPORTs, 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the House resolvej 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union (Mr. Bett of Tennessee in the chair) on 
the “bill to ensure the more faithful execution of 
the laws relating to the collection of duties on im. 
ports.” 

Mr. A. asked that, before the reading of the bill, 
one of the petitions on which it was founded 
might be read. The sections of the bill were ac- 
commodated to the prayer of the petitioners. There 
were as many as fifty petitions coming from al! 
the manufacturing States of the Union, setting forth 
the difficulties that existed in the collection of the 
revenue. The object of the bill was to remedy 
these inconveniences, and to ensure the collection 
of the revenue. 

One of the petitions was accordingly read by the 
CLERK. 

After which, the bill, having been first read 
through, was taken up by sections. And the first 
section being under consideration— 

Mr. RHETT said that this bill had been re. 
ported some time since, and that there had been 
laid on the table a number of amendments thereto; 
say from 15 to 20. If these amendmen's had 
sovered the objections which he entertained against 
the bi!l,he would have had nothing to say, bat 
would have let the sense of the committee be taken 
upon them, and the bill be passed, if the House so 
determined. 

Tbe CHAIR inquired of the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Ruerr] whether he proposed 
to amend the first secticn of the bill? 

Mr. RHETT said he was opposed to the whole 
bill. 

The CHAIR said the gentleman could then state 
his objections to the bill after the sections had been 
gone through with in order. 

Mr. RHETT moved to recommit the bill to the 
Commi'tee on Manufactures. 

The CHAIR said the motion was not in order. 

Mr RHETT thereupon moved to strike out the 
enacting clause of the bill. In support of ‘his 
motion, Mr. R. addressed the committee at consi- 
derable length, setting forth the objections be 
he'd against the bill, and which, in substance, are 
as follows: 

He said he did not desire to extend protection to 
those who committed frauds upon the revenue. 
He wished that a bill should be passed, but he 
wished it to be such a one as was in conformity to 
the Constitutien of the United States. He did not 
think that the present bill was so; and, from the 
number of amendments which the Committee on 
Manufactures had themselves proposed—aone of 
which, however, embraced the constitutional objec- 
tions which he entertained, and which were four in 
number—the bill was evidently in so crade a state 
as to render it unwise to act upon it in its presen! 
form. As, however, the Cuair had decided that a 
motion to recommit was nocin order, he had sub- 
stituted for ita motion to strike out the enacting 
clanse. 

And the question having been stated to the com- 
mittee, 


Mr. RHETT proceeded. He did not wish 
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say any thing which might look like a reflection on 
the collector of the port of New York; so far as he 
(Mr. R.) kaew any thing of that gentleman, he 
was worthy of all the confidence which was te- 

din him. Nor, he (Mr. R) hoped, would 
any gentleman suppose it to be his wish that f rauds 
perpetrated on the revenue should not be sup- 
pressed. He would go as far as any man ia ail 
proper means to suppress them; for if it was right 
that laws should exist, it was right, also, that they 
should be enforced. It was due to the honest and 
upright merchants of the country that such frauds 
should be suppressed; and if the bill had not been 
liable to objections under the Constitution, he 
should have left it to those who represent the com- 
mercial interests, the large commercial cities, in 
order that they might arrange its details and pro- 
visions. 

The first objection which he entertained was to the 
sixth section, (which he asked the CLERK again to 
read,) and which 1s as follows: 

“Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the collec'or or appraisers of any 
port or district to call before him or them, and ex- 
amine, upon oath, any owner, imporier, or con- 
signee, or other person, touching any matter or 
thing which they may deem material in ascertain- 
ing the Ownership or true value of any goods, 
wares, or merchandise, imported or entered, or 
which may be about to be entered, and to require 
the production, on oath, to the collector, or te any 
permanent appraiser, of any letters, accounts, or 
invoices, in the possession or under the con'rol of 
such owner, importer, or con-ignee, relating to the 
same; for which purpose they are authorized to ad- 
winister oaths, and to put such interrogatories or 
questions as such collector oc appraisers shall 
deem proper; and if such owner, importer, or con- 
signee, on being served with personal notice, 
one day before the time appointed for attend- 
ing before such collector or appraisers, sha! 
fail to attend, unless prevented by sickuess or 
by the consent of the collector, or, when attend- 
ing, shall decline to answer such interrogato- 
ries Of questions put by such collector or ap- 
praisers, o1 shali fail to produce any of the letiers, 
accounts, or invoices be/ore referred to, when and 
in the manner required by said collector, such mer- 
chandise shall be forfeited, and the proceeds there- 
of distributed according to law. And in case a 
nolice SO to appear before any such collector or 
appraisers shall be served by being left at the usual 
place of business of such owner, importer, or con- 
signee, and he shall fail to attend in pursuance of 
such notice, for a period of thirty days, the appraise- 
ment or value fixed upon such merchandise by 
sail appraisers shall be final and conclusive in all 
courts or places, any law or act of Congress to the 
contrary notwithstanding; and any person, other 
than such owner, importer, or consignee, who hav- 
ing been so called, on personal notice, shall fail to 
attend before such collector or appraisers, shall 
pay one|thousand dollats as a forfeiture to the 
United States, te be recovered as in an actionof 
debt; and any person who sha!l swear falsely on 
such examinauon shall be deemed guilty of per- 
jury, aod if he shall be the owner, importer, or 
consignee, the goods, wares, or merchandise shall 
be forfeited.” 

This clause (Mr. R. said) proposed to give the 
collector power to summon either the importer, 

owner, consigner, Or any other person, touching 
any matters or things therein enumera'ed. But it 
did not end there. If they did not, on personal 
notice given one day before the time appointed 
for attendance, the goods were forfeited—the col- 
lector (being the informant) to take one half, 2nd 
the Government the other, (as under the existing 
law.) Now, his (Mr. R’s) objection to this was, 
that it gave to the collector judicial power; 
that it erectyd him into a court, by which he was 
to try whether the goods were fraudulently import- 
ed or not—a power under whch he could sum- 
mon witnesses and put parties before him upon 
oath. He called upon the commit'ee to say in 
what portion of the United States such power was 
ever given to any public Executive officer—that 
he himself, the party interested, shculd be the judge 
to call the parties before him, and to condemn 
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hem. And there was after trial in the matter, be- 
cause the section distinctly said : 

“And if such owner, importer, or consignee, on 
being served with personal notice, one day before 
the tuxme appointed for attending before such col- 
lector or appraisers, shall fail to attend, unless pre- 
vented by sickness or by the consent of the col- 
lector, or, when attending, shall decline to answer 
such interrogatories or questions put by such 
collector or appraisers, or shall fail to pro /uce any 
of the letiers, accounts, or invoices, before referred 
to, when and in the manner required by said 
collector, such merchandise shall be forfeited, and 
the proceeds thereof distributed according to law.” 

Was not this an incongruity with the Constitu- 
tion ot the United States?) The amended article of 
the Constitution (No. 7] declared that ‘ia suits at 
common law, where the value in controversy shall 
exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury 
shall be preserved.” Here the value was 
not twenty dollars—it might be an unlimited 
amount. The act of 1799 declared that any officer 
who would be entitled toashare in the penaity 
should not, if he acted as a witness, have any por- 


tion of it. Butin this bill there was no such pro- 
Vision. 
Again. Thisclause compelled the parties to an- 


swer on oath before the collector. The fifth 
amended article of the Constitution ef the United 
States declares that no person “shall be compelied, 
in any criminal case, to be a witoess against him- 
selt, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law.’’ Here the Constitu- 
tion declared that a man should not, in a criminal 
case, be a witness against himself. Te gentleman 
probably might say that it is not a criminal case; 
yet it was so, because the individual himself was 
liable to be indicted, imprisoned, and fined. If an 
individual was called up, he was compelled to an- 
swer. How could gentlemen reconcile this provi- 
sion with our institutions—that a man should be 
compelled to criminate himself—and that, if he did 
not answer, his goods, as provided in this bill, 
should be forfeited?) Mr. R. alluded to the ancient 
law of England, where, in case of an accused par- 
ty standing mute, a jury were compelled to find the 
fact; yet, under this bill, without any jury render- 
ing a verdict at all, the forfeiture ensued immedi- 
ately and irreclaimably; and thus a man’s whole 
estatermight be put upon an issue of this kind be- 
lore the collector. 

Mr. R. then alluded to the penalty imposed by 
this section upon non-atiending wilnesses; and 
contended that such a penalty had never been 
known since the world began. Was it consistent 
with that article of the amended Constitution which 
declared that “excessive bail should not be re- 
quired, nor excessive fines imposed??? Would any 
man say that this fine was not excessive? Mr. R. 
commented on that portion of the section which 
excepts from its penal operation only persons pre- 
vented by sickness, or those who were absent by 
consent of the collector; and expressed his belief 
that a bill filled with such crudities could not ob- 
tain the sanction of the committee. 

He mainta:ned the distinction in the Constiiu- 
tion, in relatien to trial by jury, to be this: the col- 
lector might seize the goods, might dispossess the 
individuals of them, when there was good ground 
to supp»se crime; but there was the beginning and 
the end of the power under the Constitutioa. The 
question whether there was fraud or not was a 
question of faci. To go beyond that was to vio- 
late that clause of the Constitation which guaran- 
tied to every man trial by jury. 

Mr. R. then turned the attention of the commit- 
tee to the 9ih section of the bill, which is as fol- 
lows: 

“Sec. 9. ind be it further enacted, That when- 
ever a suit shall be tried in any courtin the 
United States in which is involved any question of 
duties on importation of goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, no person having an interest in such question 
shall be competent as a witness on such trial, an- 
less called to testify by the adverse party.” 

Mr. R. continued. One of the amendments re- 
ported to the bill provided that no person having a 
similar interest with the party to the suit should be 
acompetent witness, unless called by the adverse 
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party. The section as originally reported said any 
interest atall. Tne amendment rendered the clause 
less objectionable thar it was; but he still doubted 
whether it did not interfere with the right of trial by 
jury. Because, if you altered the testimony thatshould 
go lo @ jury, you ceriainly affected the trial by jury 
itself. If you could interfere ia one form, you 
coull in another. The principle of the common 
law was, that no man interested in the event of a 
suit should be a competent witness; but the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts went further, and said 
ifa person had a similar interest he should not 
be competent. The common law didnot exclude 
such a person—it simply declared that the fact 
should go to his credibility with the jury. -The 
gentleman from Massachusetts, not content with 
that, would exclude the testimony altogether. 
These were grave matiers. He (Mr. R.) might 
be willing to go as far as the furthest, to detect 
and punish frauds; but he would tell gentlemen 
that he would not touch the Constitution of the 
Uni'ed States for the whole revenue of the Union a 
miilion times told over. It was the charter of our 


- liberties and rights; if it could be touched for one 


purpose, it could for another, and so on until all 
our liberties might be destroyed. 

Mr. R. then called atiention to the 11th section, 
which is as follows: 

“Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That when 
any collector, naval officer, or surveyor, shall have 
Cause to suspect that any goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, in any house, siore, or other place, have 
been imported into the United States without any 
duties having been paid or secured to be paid there- 
on, or less duties having been paid thereon, through 
the fraud of the importer or importers, or any per- 
son or persons acting on their behalf, than they 
are by law subject to pay, then, in every such case, 
it shail and may be lawful for the judge of the dis- 
irict court at the district in which such goods may 
be foun‘, on application, under oath, of said col- 
lector, naval officer, or surveyor, to issue a war- 
rant authorizing such collector, naval officer, or 
surveyor, with such assistants as may be necessa- 
ry, to enter any such house, store, or other place, 
in the daytime only, and there to search for 
such goods, wares, or merchandise; and 
if any such goods, wares, or merchandise, 
be found in the hands or possession of the original 
importer or importers thereof, or any other person 
or persous who purchased or received the same, 
knowing them to have been illezally imported with- 
out payment of the duties required by law, to 
seize and secure the same for trial; and all such 
goods, wares, er merchandise, on which no duties 
have been paid or secured, or on which, through 
the fraud of the importer or importers, or any per- 
son of persons acting on their bebalf, less duties 
have been paid or secured, than they are by law 
subject to pay, shali be forfeited; and such collector, 
naval officer, or surveyor, may, at the time of 
making such se.zure, call on such importer or im- 
porters to produce and exhibit the original invoices 
of saul goods, wares, or merchandise, or copies 
thereof; and a refusal to produce the same shall be 
considered prima facie evidence of an illegal im- 
portation of such goods, wares, or merchandise.” 

Mr R. continued. This section gave the power 
of search—a power most jealously guarded by our 
ancestors—for they knew it was liable to abuse. 
The 4th article of the amendments to the Constitu- 
tion declared that “the right of the people to be 
secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effec's, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall 
nct be violated; and no warrants shall issue, but 
upon probable cause, suppo.ted by oath or affirma- 
tion, and particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or things to be seized.” 
Now, could not the gen:leman have put the Con- 
stitution into this clause, if he meant 1 to apply? 
Mr. R. contrasted this provision with the provi- 
sions of the act of °99. 

One would have supposed that five or six objec- 
tions were enough; but there were other objections, 
though probably not so great. Mr. R. then alluded 
to that part of the tenth section, which, in addi- 
tion to other things, imposed civil di-ability on 
public officers found aiding aod abetting the com- 
mission of frauds. If the Constitution was now 
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making, he said, he might be willing to sav that 
any man convicted of a criminal offence in the 
courts of our country should not hold office; bat, by 
the Constitution of the United States, the qualifica- 
tions of President and Members of Congress are 
fixed. 

In the last clause of the 12:h amended article, 
it was declared that “no person constitationally 
ineligible to the cflice of President shall be eli- 
gible to that of Vice President of the United 
States.”” What was the meaning of constitutional 
eligibility? Could Congress superadd to the Consti- 
tution of the United States, save by two-thirds? 
Could it superadd a disqualification which the 
Constitution did not contain? Suppose Mr. Swart- 
wout had returned from Europe—suppose that the 
laws of the United States had rendered his acts 
felony, aud that he had been tried, convicted, and 
panished; suppose the people should think proper 
to elect him Vice President, or even President; 
would the gentleman’s law, if passed by Congress, 
hinder Swartwout from taking his seai? No, he 
would hold up the Constitution and say, this de- 
signates my eligibility, your law isa nallity; and 
so would every tribunal in the land declare. He 
(Mr. R) contended that this was not a constitu- 
tional provision, unless the Constitution deciared 
the inability. 

Mr. R. after urging one or two more objections, 
not of a constitutional character, said that he op- 
posed the bill because it gave improper power to 
the Execotive arm of this country—a power given 
in no other country.” Ifsuch enormous power were 
required to collect duties, it would be infinitely bet- 
ter that this whole system shou'd be abandoned. 
He believed the great fault of the Constitution was, 
that 't gave the Government this power of indirect 
taxation by duties. He believed we never should 
have proper and effectual responsibility in the Go- 
vernment, until we came back to asysiem of direct 
taxation. Whenever that time came, we should 
find no cause to complain of Executive abuses in 
the expenditure of the public money. 

Mr. ADAMS obtained the floor, but at the sug- 
gestion of Mr. Arnerton, yielded it; when, on 
motion of the latter gentleman, the committee 
rose, and the Speaker of the House having re- 
sumed the chair, the Chairman of the committee 
reported that said committee had considered the 
bill, and come to no resolution thereon. 

Oa motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Hoase 
took up the bill making appropriauons for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government, to 
consider the amendments made to that bill by the 
Senate. 

The two first, which were merely formal, were 
concurred in. The third amendment proposed to 
strike out the item appropriating 45,000 doilars for 
the Documentary History of the American Revo- 
lation. , 

Mr. ATHERTON moved that the House con- 
cur with the Senate inthe amendment; and he 
went into a long and critical examimation of the 
contract and the law under which it had been made, 


and urged the coneurrence of the House in 
ihe amendment, with a view to have an in- 
guiry instituted ito all the circumstances ot the 


i 
case, so that the House might act understandingly. 
He disapproved of the manner of the disiributron, 
If the work was to be preg:essed with, he was un- 
derstood to be in favor of is distribution to public 
libraries of the country, instead of the members of 
ihe Twenty-fourth, Twenty-fiith, and Twenty sixth 
Congresses, as provided for in the reselation, au- 
tbhorizing the distribution. There was ro provi- 
sion for extending the distribution to the present or 
future Congresses. He was understood to say 
that, by the terms of the contract, the publishers 
were unlimited as to the size of the volumes. 
There had been no person appointed by the Go- 
vernment to superiniend the publication; but that 
the contractors had the authority to go on and pub- 
lish ali the newspapeis published in the country at 
that time. He maintained that the proper cc urse 
would be for the House to coscur in the amend- 
ment of the Senate, and have a committee o! in- 
quiry to investigate the nature of the contract; and 
to enable such a committee to come to a correct 
conclusion, it would be necessary to examine 
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many and voluminous documents. There was 
not then sufficient time afforded to make an ex- 
amination, such as would justify the House in vot- 
ing for the appropriation in this bill. They 
shou'd vote understardingly when they do 
vote; but the exigency which calls for immediate 
action on the bill, could not afford sufficient time 
to bring them to a proper understanding of the sub- 
ject. It was not his intention to do injustice to the 
contractors; but was willing to give them the bene- 
fits of the contract, so far as it was understanding- 
ly entered into, and acted upon. He thoughta 
committee of inquiry, to ascertain whether the 
prices were conformable to the resolution, and 
whether the contract was legal, was right, and pro- 
per. He was understood to say, that by a letter of 
the Secretary of State, it would appear that a saving 
of $200,000 might be effected on the publication, 
by an investigation of the matter. Notwithsiand 
ing the number of volumes was limited to twenty, 
which was estimated to cost about $500,000, yet 
there was no limitation to the number of pages in 
the volume, and they might be increased to such an 
extent as conld make the work cost $1-000,000. 
He did not believe that the members of Congress 
who voted to authorize the contract believed that 
they were voting for the distribution of a million 
of dollars, in bu ks, among themselves, and their 
successors. He then read a report of the Commit- 
the of Ways and Means, at a former Congress, 
showing that tha prices paid were not in conformity 
to the act of Congress. He then read the act on 
which the prices were based, and a brief history of 
the proceedings of Congress in relation thereto, in 
proof of his position. 

Mr. EVANS spoke in reply, referring to former 
discussions in the House on this subject, and con- 
tending that Congress was bound by the contract, 
and must fulfil it. He considered the objections 
advanced by Mr. Arnerton as invo!ving the in- 
tegrity of Congress and the capacity and know- 
ledge of the late Mr. Livingston, (with whom 
the contract was made,) and repelled with warmth 
the charge that Messrs. Clark and Force had been 
guilty of any fraud or impropriety whatever. He 
went into a recapitulation of the whole. matter 
from the beginning: insisted that the contractors 
had fully complied with their engagement; stated 
that the work had been printed, and delivered, and 
received at the Departments; and remonstrated 


with earnestness against the proposed refu- 
sal to appropriate money to pay for it. He 


had no objection to a committee of inquiry, if 
gentlemen thought it expedient; but, in the 
mean time, there was no reason why the sum 
now justly due should not be appropriated. He 
quoted the opinions of Mr. Livingston on the 
work, and scouted the idea advanced by Mr. 
ATHERTON that it was useless, and would never be 
read. He adverted to the vast expense incurred 
by other nations in illustrating their past history, 
aod the honors and profits conferred on those who 
collected and preserved the monuments of that 
history for posterity. The preseat work was 
limited to its extent, was worth more by far than 
all its cost; and would be an invaluabie centribu- 
tion to the libraries of our public literary and po- 
litical institutons. 

Mr. E. said that it was at the instance of the Se- 
cretary of State that Messrs. Clarke and Force 
memorialized Congress. They sent in, accompa- 
nying this memorial, the correspondence between 


the S-cretary and themselves, directing the matter | 


as minutely as it could be. They then stated to 
Congress that the work was of such magnitude, so 
large and expensive, that it could never be under- 
taken by private individuals. They gave Con- 
g'ess proper warning, and yet gentlemen came for- 
ward to make an impres-ion that these gentlemen 
had used some deception. They even memorial- 
ized Congress to appoint a board of superiniend- 
ence. The subject was before Congress two years; 
and the members were properly informed before 
the resolution authorizing the contract was passed. 
Corgress then saw fit to pass a law authorizing the 
Secretary of State to make a contract on the basis 
of the memorial. The contract was drawn up by 
that Secretary without consultation with the 
contractors, and submitted to them. They 
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refused to sign it on the groand that the Price per 
volume was not sufficient. The contraci was then 
placed in the hands of the Attorney General. 
decided that the law was ambiguous, so far as jt 
related to the price to be paid, which was to be 
based on the price paid for the first volume of the 
Diplomatic Correspondence. There being two works 
differing in the price, the Attorney General decideq 
that the safest way was for the Secretary to take 
the work fer which the smallest price was paid per 
volume, as a basis. These gentlemen refused to 
enter into the contract, believing it should be based 
on the highest price; and the Secretary, who felt 
great and praiseworthy interest in the matier that 
the work should be published, actually solicited 
them to enter into the contract as drawn up by him; 
and after some assurances, not on paper, they 
agreed to do so. 

Mr. E. said the contractors had actually de. 
livered two volumes of this work, and another was 
nearly finished, and would be delivered shortly, 
They were actually suffermg for the money now 
due them; and if it was to be withhe!d for the 
possible contingency of a modification ot the con- 
tract, it would be doing them crying injustice; and 
he remonstrated against the cruelty, injustice, and 
oppression of attempting to coerce the industrious 
aad enterprising contractors for this work, by keep- 
ing them out of their just dues,until they might, from 
embarrassments, be induced to relinquish their con- 
tract. They had already expended $106,000 paid 
out, and mostly now due, aad for which they 
were now daily called upon to meet, and 
the Government had as yet paid them but 
$25,000. These gentlemen have been in|every 
State of the Union, and in England, collecting 
materials for this work; and havehad a great num- 
ber of clerks transcribing important documents in 
all those places, and have actually collected an im- 
mense qnantity for future volumes. The amount 
now proposed to be appropriated would not com- 
pensate them for the outlay they have made for 
this purpose alone. It would be ruinous to them 
to withhold the money. He then adverted to the 
past practice of Government in paying persons to 
supervise and edit works, under the ‘patronage 
of Congress; but that these gentlemen do not get a 
cent for their immense Jabor of this kind. The 
copy of other works referred to was furnish- 
ed to the printer in proper order to print; 
but these gentlemen are compelled to pre- 
pare the matter themselves, and thus to that extent 
lessen the profits on the work. They actually re- 
ceive nothing for the expenditure for the labor of 
clerks, and for their editorial labors. 

In reply to the arguments advanced for the dis- 
continuance of the work, to indemnify the contract- 
ors, he said it would cost almost as much to justly 
compensate them, as it would do to go through with 
the contract. Mr. E. said so far as the validity of 
the contract was concerned, that the Secretary of 
State did make a detailed report, which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Finance; and that that 
committee made a report, and declared that it was 
a valid and binding contract, based on’ law, and 
that the publishers had performed their part of the 
contract. és 

Mr. E. then adverted to the fairness with which 
the contractors had acted in their efforts and solici- 
tations to prevail on Congress to appoint a board 
to which they wished the whole matter to be sub- 
mitted for investigation—and their anxiety for 
Congress to authorize a proper person to supervise 
and select the ma'ter for publication. Yet Con- 
gress did not choose to do so. They have literally 
fulfilled their part of the contract which was made 
by the Secretary of State under the direction of the 
Attorney General; yet gentlemen complained that 
ail was not right in the contract—that there was 
some deception. They actually warned you of 
the magnitude of the work, and urged up»n you to 
superintend its publication, and you neglected to 
do so. On your part, then, there could be no just 
cause of complaint. 

Mr. E said he would agree to any proposition to 
limit, Or supervise, or examine the matter; but the 
expense had been incurred for these three volumes, 
and they had been delivered, and should be paid 
fer, without reference to the future actioa of Con- 
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